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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to delimit and study the
structure of the main business area of Chiang Mai, which has never
been done in Thailand before. This main business area is called
Central Business D istrict (CBD) or generally called Downtown,

It is the heart of the city and is very important for business
since the business volume is higher than other areas of the city.
In this area, there are cluster of high buildings, retail stores,
offices, and all kinds of service. Furthermore, the land value is
highest, and it is the center of daytime population, pedestrians
and traffic,

Chiang Mai has heen selected for this research because it
is the secondary city which has great impact on the development
of the country, and has tendency to expand in the future. With the
population of approximately 150,000 in the municipal area, it is the
appropriate size of city to conduct the research. The delimiting
method used in this research was initially conducted by Murphy and

Vance in delimiting the CBD of many cities in the United States



since 1959. Their method is well organized, systematic, and can
be effectively used in comparing between cities. In addition,
Discriminant Analysis is utilized to prove that CBD, which has
been identified, can really be separated from the other business
areas of the city. The main source of information for delimiting
the CBD is the map, while the information for statistical test

is from the interview with retailers in the area on a random

sampling basis.

The study has indicated that Murphy and Vance's principle
with the Central Business Height Index (CBHI) of 1 and the Central
Business Intensity Index (CBII) of 50 percent cannot effectively be
applied with the main business area of Chiang Mai. Therefore CBHI
and CBIl have to be combined together in delimiting the area by
drawing the contour of CBHI and CBII, and the contour which can
identify the CBD of Chiang Mai is equivalent to 2. The
structure of chiang Mai's CBD is similar to that of cities in
Western countries. The only difference is that Chiang M ai's
CBD includes the area of markets which is the center of Thai
people's daily living. Statistical test has proved that CBD of
Chiang Mai is significantly separated from the other business

areas with 82 percent correctness in classification.

"CBD should be maintained because of its importance to the

city as a whole. Since its central location cannot be found



in other areas of the city and there has also been continued
investment in this area for a long tire, this area is very
important economically. Any move would require tremendous
investment, and it would not be good to the investor and the
economy of the city. Therefore, there should be improvement
in the flow of traffic and the environment of CBD in order

to induce the usage of the area for maximum benefit.
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