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~ The objective of this thesis is to study the problems of the Karen
Nation or the Karen National Union (KNU) under the command of General Bo Mya.
This will be a study of the period between 1988-1994 which the State Law and
Order Restoration Council (SLORC) government was under the command of General
Saw Maung and General Than Swe. "This study is using the ImkaPe theory : the
reactive ﬂrocess of James N. Rosenau as the framework for anafysis.

The study reveals that Problems concerning the Karen national and
other minorities in the Union of Burma originated from the fact that the
SLORC did not allow these various groups to have self-autonomy under the
conditions laid down in the Attlee-Aung San Agreement of January 28, 1945.
The minority groups then took up arms against the SLORC because” there was no
other solution. _The long civil war in the Union of Burma from 1948-1994 has
not Yet ended. The minorit 8roups have not been able to force the SLORC to
end the war, nor can the SLORC destroy the minority %EJUPS completely.

The SLORC outlined a strategy” that made the its first and
foremost enemy which must be destroyed completely, because the KNU has higher
military potential than other mlnorltyr groups and it is the centre of the
Democratic Alliance of Burma (dab). The Burmese military is unable to
destroy the KNU camps which are situated on the bank of ‘the Moei river near
the TRhai border, because of the Thai %overnment_'s “buffer state™ policy and
the illegal arms trading on the Thai border by influential private Thai
companies which have been exchanging some arms with national resources, such
as teak, minerals and gems orlﬂlnatlng from the Karen State. Furthermore,
the Karen State is a part of the growth quadrangle which consist of Thailand,
the People's Republic of China, the Union of Bufma, and Laos. Therefore
investments in the Union of Burma by both Thai public and E)rlvate sectors
and/or the co-operation between Thdiland and the Union at the present time
and in the future are related to the Karen State. The KNU, playing an
important role in the co-operation and conflicts for both the Thais and the
Burmese, created various problems. This role thus had some bearings over the
Thai-Burmese relations because it can be an excellent indicator for the
degree of relations between these two countries in this decade.
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