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The o b j e c t iv e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  to  stu d y  th e  problem s o f  th e  Karen 

N ation  or th e  Karen N a tio n a l Union (KNU) under th e  command o f G eneral Bo Mya. 
T his w i l l  be a stu d y  o f  th e  p er io d  between 1988-1994 w hich th e  S ta te  Law and 
Order R e s to r a t io n  C ou n cil (SLORC) governm ent was under th e  command o f  G eneral 
Saw Maung and G eneral Than Swe. T his stu d y  i s  u s in g  th e  lin k a g e  th eory  : the
r e a c t iv e  p r o c e ss  o f  James N. Rosenau as th e  framework fo r  a n a ly s i s .

The stu d y  r e v e a ls  th a t  problem s co n cern in g  th e  Karen n a t io n a l  and 
o th e r  m in o r it ie s  in  th e  Union o f  Burma o r ig in a te d  from th e  f a c t  th a t  the  
SLORC d id  n o t a llo w  th e s e  v a r io u s  groups to  have se lf-a u to n o m y  under the  
c o n d it io n s  la id  down in  th e  A ttlee-A u n g  San Agreement o f January 28 , 1945.
The m in o r ity  groups then  took  up arms a g a in s t  th e  SLORC b eca u se  th ere  was no 
o th er  s o lu t io n .  The long c i v i l  war in  the Union o f Burma from 1948-1994 has 
n o t y e t  ended . The m in o r ity  groups have n o t been a b le  to  fo r c e  th e  SLORC to  
end th e  w ar, nor can th e  SLORC d e str o y  the m in o r ity  groups c o m p le te ly .

The SLORC o u t l in e d  a s tr a te g y  th a t  made th e  KNU i t s  f i r s t  and 
fo rem o st enemy w hich must be d estro y ed  c o m p le te ly , b eca u se  th e  KNU has h ig h er  
m il i t a r y  p o t e n t ia l  than o th e r  m in o r ity  groups and i t  i s  th e  c e n tr e  o f the  
D em ocratic A l l ia n c e  o f  Burma ( dab) .  The Burmese m il i t a r y  i s  u n ab le  to  
d e s tr o y  th e  KNU camps which are s i t u a t e d  on the bank o f  th e  Moei r iv e r  near  
th e  Thai b o rd er , b ecau se  o f  th e  Thai govern m en t's " b u ffer  s ta te "  p o l ic y  and 
th e  i l l e g a l  arms tr a d in g  on th e  Thai border by i n f l u e n t i a l  p r iv a te  Thai 
com panies w hich have been exch an gin g  some arms w ith  n a t io n a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  such  
as te a k , m in e r a ls  and gems o r ig in a t in g  from th e Karen S t a t e .  Furtherm ore, 
th e  Karen S ta te  i s  a p a r t o f  th e  growth quadrangle w hich c o n s i s t  o f  T h a ilan d , 
th e  P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic  o f  C hina, th e  Union o f Burma, and L aos. T h erefore  
in v estm en ts  in  th e  Union o f  Burma by both Thai p u b lic  and p r iv a te  s e c to r s  
a n d /or  th e  c o -o p e r a t io n  betw een T hailand and th e  Union a t  th e  p r e se n t  tim e  
and in  th e  fu tu r e  are r e la t e d  to  th e  Karen S t a t e .  The KNU, p la y in g  an 
im portant r o le  in  th e  c o -o p e r a t io n  and c o n f l i c t s  fo r  both  th e  T hais and the  
Burmese, c r e a te d  v a r io u s  p rob lem s. T his r o le  thus had some b e a r in g s  over th e  
Thai-Burm ese r e l a t i o n s  b ecau se  i t  can be an e x c e l l e n t  in d ic a to r  fo r  the  
d eg ree  o f  r e la t io n s  betw een th e se  two c o u n tr ie s  in  t h i s  d eca d e .
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