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This thesis studies on parallel imports of goods and problems of
parallel imports of goods bearing the same trademark in the United States/
Japan, The European Communities as well as in Thailand through a research on
laws related to parallel imports and court judgments on such matter to
consider a permission of parallel imports of goods bearing the same trademark
in Thailand.

It is found that parallel imports of goods bearing the same
trademark, particularly genuine trademarked goods, is not regarded as a use
of trademark in violation to the trademark owner' right whose trademark has
been registered in Thailand. A permission of parallel imports of goods bearing
the same trademark in such circumstance has an advantage in lowering the
price of goods that are parallelly-imported, bringing in various kinds of
goods for consumers' choices and preventing a trademark owner from an
arbitrarily price-increase and lastly would enhance market competition.
However, parallel imports renders an unfavorable effect on trademark owners
whose trademarks have been registered and have not been registered in
Thailand to lose their market and lower their market-shares of goods of
identical trademarks in Thailand. Moreover, the trademark owner or their
licensee would face with expenses for a legal protection to safequard their
rights and benefits in Thailand. The consumers may be harmed if parallel-
imported goods are different in quality or have low standard or are harmful.
Considering the principles of laws on parallel imports and advantages and
disadvantages of parallel imports, it concludes that parallel imports of
genuine and legally-trademarked good should be permissible and it is proposed
that certain provisions of the Thai Trademark Act of B.E. 2534 be revised
to affirm a legality of such parallel imports.
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