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ABSTRACT

Purpose of the study:
This research study intends to examine the development of
English language curriculum at the elementary level from B.E.2435

up to the year B.E.2528,

Procedures

Research methods employed in the study included

1. Studying and collecting of data concerning English language
curricula of various periods. Most of the data were gathered from primary
sources in component with some secondary sources. The mentioned data
sources were libraries of the government departments and offices as
well as other educational institutions.

2. Interviewing those persons who were involved in English
language curriculum construction in different aspects.

3. Analyzing and comparing the data collected from those
research studies and the interview in order to systemize the development
of English language curricula at each period.



4, Presenting the analytical results in the forms of tabulati
diagrams and description.

Findings

The development of English language learning and teaching in
Thailand could be summarized as followed

Foreign language teaching was first operated in Thailand since
the reign of King Narai the Great but the teaching of English language
begun later in B.E.2371. At the early stage it was taught within the
limited sphere. The Thai government had no concern in the teaching
management and there was still no written curriculum about English
subject. The textbook ~was the only material used and was regarded
as the English curriculum itself. Subsequently, when the Examination
Act was enacted in the year B.E.2433 it was utilized as the guideline
for educational management and was thus regarded as the starting point
for the formulation of the miscellaneous subjects including English
in the curriculum. This curriculum was amened until it became an actual
curriculum thereupon:

In the year B.E.2438 English language was assigned to be studied
as the optional language taught at the secondary level. Then in the
year B.E.2452 it was assigned to be studied at the elementary level
or so-called "special elementary education.”" But later in the year
B.E.2503 English language was stated in the Upper Elementary Education
Curriculum to be compulsory at the upper elementary level. After some
length of time English language became obtional again and was grouped
together with Work Oriented Experiences Area in the Special Experience
Group in the present curriculum B.E.2521.



The researcher studied the English language teaching in
various curricula in 5 aspects: purposes, subject matter, time spent
on teaching, learning and teaching process and evaluation.

1. Purposes of curricula were concentrated on diverse skills
depending on the condition of social needs at each period. In the
early period English language teaching was accentuated on knowing the
language and on understanding the Western culture. The main purposes
were to prepare the learner to be government official and to study
abroad. Later the curriculum placed emphasis on four language skills,
listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to promote the
language background for further study.  The present curriculum
emphasizes on the real life use of language in the present society.

2. The subject matter at the early stage based on the purpose
to know about the language, so it emphasized on content to be translated
and analyzed grammatically.  The subject matter still remained the
same with the addition of exercise book. Eventhough in the later
stage the trend in language teaching gradually changed that effected
the method used in teaching.

Up till the reformation of the curriculum in B.E.2521. The
textbook was constructed based on the learners' interest and experiences.
With teacher's hook to help the teachers along with the practice book.
The purpose was to give the learners enough and adeguate knowledge
to use the language properly.

3. The time reguired for teaching was not specifically fixed
at the early period until after English subject acguired certain status
in the curriculum as compulsory or later obtional subject that the
time allotted for the program was 5 hours per week.



4.  As regard to the method of teaching, at first, it has no
definite form. It was depended mostly on the teacher herself. The
methodology developed from Grammar Translation Method to various
method including Audio-Lingual Method according to the trened in English
teaching language. It was teacher centered before innovations and
technology were introduced. At present the idea of teaching English
as a foreign language emphasized on communicative opproach and on
learner as the center of learning activities.

5. Regarding the assessment and evaluation techniques, they
had been developed from the methods of written test about English
language which emphasized on rote learning. The present evaluation
used various types of testing according to the learning purpose. The
learner was evaluated both about English language and also how to use
the language properly. The test was mostly objective that it covered
the content and the skills to be tested adequally. The evaluations has
2 purposes to improve the teaching and learning process as well as
to evaluate the learner's achievement.
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