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T h is  t h e s i s  a im s a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  l e x i c a l  r e d u p l i c a t io n  in  T h ai found  
in  d a ta  s e l e c t e d  from  t h e  S u k h o th a i p e r io d  t o  th e  r e ig n  o f  K ing Rama V II  
(a p p r o x im a te ly  b e f o r e  t h e  24 th  o f  J u n e , 1932) a s  t o  th e  fo r m a tio n  o f  w o rd s , 
s o u r c e s  and th e  p u r p o se  o f  u s in g  l e x i c a l  r e d u p l i c a t io n  in  T h a i.

L e x ic a l  r e d u p l i c a t io n  i s  a p r o c e s s  in  p r o d u c in g  new l e x i c a l  i t e m s  in  
T h a i . Two t o  f o u r  w ords o r  g ro u p s o f  w ords h a v in g  th e  sam e, s i m i l a r  or  
o p p o s i t e  m ean in g  may b e  p la c e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  p ro d u ce  l e x i c a l  r e d u p l i c a t i o n s .  
T h ese  l e x i c a l  r e d u p l i c a t io n s  a r e  s t u d ie d  in  th e  a s p e c t s  o f  word fo r m a t io n ,  
g r a m m a tic a l f u n c t io n s  and s o u r c e s  o r  o r i g i n s  o f  th e  w ords in  th e  l e x i c a l  
r e d u p l i c a t i o n s .  The d ev e lo p m en t o f  l e x i c a l  r e d u p l i c a t in g  i s  a l s o  s t u d ie d  
from  t h e  S u k h o th a i p e r io d  u n t i l  th e  r e ig n  o f  K ing Rama V II in  th e  
R a ta n a k o s in  p e r i o d .  The r e s u l t  o f  s tu d y  show s t h a t  th e  r e d u p l i c a t io n  
p r o c e s s  i s  b a s e d  on th e  m ean ing o f  w ords o r  g ro u p s  o f  w ords w h ich  can b e  
t h e  sam e, s i m i l a r  o r  o p p o s i t e ,  w ith o u t  any r e g a r d s  t o  th e  form  o f  w o rd s , 
num bers o f  s y l l a b l e s ,  t h e  s o u r c e s  o r  o r i g i n s  and th e  l i k e .  In  c a r t a in  c a s e s ,  
th e  l e x i c a l  r e d u p l i c a t io n  p r o c e s s  p r o d u c e s  c o u p le t s  w ith  t h r e e  ty p e s  o f  
m e a n in g ? -T fi-ù u n ta in in g  th e  m eaning o f  on e o f  th e  num bers o f  r e d u p l i c a t io n  
i t e m s ;  h a v in g  a d d i t i v e  m eaning and h a v in g  c o l l e c t i v e  m ea n in g . The r e s u l t  
o f  t e s t i n g  80 p e o p le  on t h e  p r e f e r e n c e  o f  r e d u p l i c a t in g  w ords by p r e s e n t in g  
them  p a s s a g e s  w i t h  l e x i c a l  and n o n - l e x i c a l  r e d u p l i c a t io n s  show t h a t  72.5%  
o f  t h e  p e o p le  p r e f e r  t h e  p a s s a g e s  w ith  l e x i c a l  r e d u p l i c a t io n .  One f in d in g  
i s  t h a t  l e x i c a l  r e d u p l i c a t io n  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  from  s im p le  r e d u p l i c a t io n  w i th  
s im p ly  p l a c i n g  w ord s t o g e t h e r  t o  t h e  fo r m a t io n  o f  c o m p lic a te d  c o u p le t s  and  
r e p e t i t i v e  c o u p l e t s .
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