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ASSTRACT

This thesis is an exploratory study of socio - économie
characteristics of farmers in rural Thailand. An additional pur-
pose is to analyze the differences of socio - economic status 'te
tween rice farmers and rice farmers wWho engaged in general farming
and/or fruit growing. The main hypothesis is; "Rice farmers have
lower socio - economic standard of living than rice farmers who
engaged in general farming and/or fruit growing."

Data were collected from the "National-Longitudinal Survey
of Social, Economic and Demographic Change in Thailand" conducted
by the Institute of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn University,
April - My 196 The sample is a stratified selection of 1 12,000
of all household in rural areas. The sanmple size used in this
study wes 988 farmers . The instrument used in collecting data
Wes a questionnaire.

Concerning Economic characteristics, about two-third of all
farmers onred their land. Most of the farmers onned holdings of
small size, not more than 3 rais. The average size of farm wes
22.1 rais. The percentage of farmers who indicated that their land



wes 1 ffecient wes positively related to size of farm and ownership
in land» Afew farmers used mechanical innovations in ploughing
their fields. One-third used fertilizer and ore fifth used
insecticide. Only atout thirdteen percent cultivated irrigated
areas. Only eighteen percent saved norey in the last year. One-
third were in debt and about half of them said that the main reason
for applying for a loan wes for agricultural expenditures.
Concerning sociad characteristics 5it wes found that most
farmers finished only 4 grade level of schooling, but the majority
of them expected their sons to have higher education than themselves
Health standards are rather low. Drinking water comes mostly from
wells without treatment before drinking. Only seventeen percent
secure drinking water from the rain by keeping the water in big jars
Sources of water for general use include wells as well as swanys,
ponds, creeks and streams, Two-third of farmers did not use
latrines. Those wo used prefered digged latrines which are nore
convenient for the villagers. The majority prefered modemn medical
care as the method of curing disease. Most farmers have transistor
radios and almost three fourth of them listened to the radio daily.
The majority never go anywhere outside their villages except the
market place in their anphoe. In response to an inquiry as if they
krew some mentioned governer officers, the majority knew the prime
minister but not others. As for religions affiliation and super-
natural beliefs, half of farmers believed in or have gone to a
fortune-teller5 have gore for ritual bathing in order to be blessed
or purified, and one-third have performed thanks giving ceremonies



at a spirit shrine or sacred site in return for a fullfilled request.

Concerning Demographic characteristics, it wes found that
about half of all agricultural household conposed of six persons
or more. The average size of household wes 6.6 persons.  Sixty-
percent of households consist of only a nuclear family. Almost half
of them have five living children or more. Only about ten percent
who are free more than four months during a year.

Analyzing the differences of socio-economic status between
rice farmers and rice farmers who engaged in general farming and/or
fruit growing, it wes found that the percentage of rice farmers wo
are in debt, wo rented a large part of their land-holding and who
are free nmore than four months during a year were higher, even if
they have sare size of farm. Nevertheless, rice farmers include
a higher percentage of those who used fertilizer and insecticide.
The study shows that there is no differences in percentage of
saving morey, educational level, listening to the radio, reading
newspaper, prefering modern medical care and going to a fortune
teller between rice farmers and rice farmers wo engaged in other
types of agriculture. The percentage of those who used la.trines
wes higher avong rice farmers. Thus in many ways the analysis
rejects the unrial hypothesis.
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