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## C511028 : MAJOR THAI STUDIES
KEY WORD: THAI-FARANG/MARRIAGE/RELATIONS/SOCIAL CHANGE/

CROSS-CULTURAL INTERACTION
VERONICA JANE HUMPHERY-SMITH: THAI-FARANG CULTURAL 
SOCIAL INTERACTIONS AS SEEN THROUGH MARRIAGE 
RELATIONSHIPS. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. JUREE 
VICHIT-VADAKAN, Ph.D . 241pp. ISBN 974-631-589-7
T his t h e s i s  fo cu ses  ๐ท T h a i-fa ra n g  m arriag e  r e l a t io n s h ip s  

to  h ig h l ig h t  th e  r e c ip r o c a l  e f f e c t s  o f T h a i-fa ra n g  c u l t u r a l  and 
s o c ia l  i n t e r a c t io n s  and Thai s o c ia l  change.

As th e  f i r s t  m ajor s tu d y  o f i t s  k ind  th e  re s e a rc h  was based 
on in d e p th  in te rv ie w s  w ith  fa ra n g  wives o f Thai men. The in te rv ie w e e s  
were d iv id e d  in to  two groups based  upon th e  le n g th  o f tim e th e  fa ran g  
women had l iv e d  in  T h a ilan d ; th o se  who had l iv e d  in  T h ailan d  more th an  
20 y ea rs  and th o se  who had l iv e d  in  T h ailan d  le s s  th an  20 y e a r s .  Age- 
g e n e ra t io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  fa ran g  women's e x p e rien c e s  re v e a le d  
many a re a s  o f Thai s o c ia l  and c u l t u r a l  change, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  Thai 
fam ily  and g en d er-b ased  r o l e s .  Thai s o c ia l  and c u l t u r a l  changes 
to g e th e r  w ith  in c re a se d  T h a i-fa ra n g  i n t e r a c t io n s  over th e  p a s t  decades 
were seen  to  a f f e c t  th e  p o s i t io n  o f and r e l a t i o n s  w ith  fa ra n g  l iv in g  in  
T h a ilan d .

T h is t h e s i s  p ro v id e s  v a lu a b le  f i r s t  hand d a ta  and a n a ly s is  and 
o f f e r s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  view  of th e  e f f e c t s  o f Thai socio -econom ic  
developm ent and s o c io - c u l tu r a l  changes as ex p e rien ced  and p e rc e iv e d  by 
fa ra n g  w ives o f Thai men. Q uestio n s were posed and m a te r ia l  p ro v id ed  
which would be u s e fu l  fo r  f u r th e r  re s e a rc h  in to  Thai socio -econom ic  
developm ent and s o c ia l  change, and th e  e f f e c t s  th e re o f  upon T h a i- fa ra n g  
r e l a t i o n s ,  th e  p o s i t io n  o f o f f - s p r in g ,  lu u k -k h ru en g , in  Thai s o c ie ty  
and com para tive  s tu d ie s  o f c r o s s - c u l tu r a l  m arriag e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
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