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The objective of the research are (1) to study the role of
newspaper information centers in news production assistance ; (2) to survey
the reporter's wutilization of these centers, including their opinions
towards the center's services.

The result of the research reveals the roles of the newspaper
information center which acts as a supporting source for the editorial
department. No matter how immediate or investigative the news production is,
the center can provide the reporters with the information they need.
Nowadays the roles of some centers are extended. The Matichon Information
Center and the Nation Information Service Center both sell information to
outsiders. The Matichon Information Center, moreover, has its own research
agency which conducts survey for public opinion reporting. Most newspaper
information centers have similar objectives,services and information. Their
development also tends to move towards the same direction — providing
computer search service — to facilitate the editorial department in
acquiring information.

The survey shows  that hard news reporters use the newspaper
information center more  often than soft news reporters. Although both
groups of reporters wusually use the center to search for different
information topics,their other use is not clearly defined. The opinion poll
indicates that reporters are not satisfied with many of the center's
services. Therefore, the finding that the present news information center
cannot satisfactorily fu lfill the reporters’ needs coincides with the
assumption of this study.
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