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This study used feminist theory to investigate factors influencing
ideas held by elites in women’ rights advocate groups and internal and
external factors influencing the evolution of such groups in Thailand. Depth

interview was used for the data collection from 29 respondents.

The study showed the following factors made for the groups' success in

their activities.

Internal factors included Ileaders, most of whom have high social

stutus and educational qualifications from abroad. Some of them had been
influenced by Western thought such as feminism, in various forms. In addition,
activists were knowledgeatle about their work, worked well in strong teams,

were e fficient, and adapted their approaches and methods to changing p o litical,

economic and social situations.

External factors indued the political environment, public policy
supportive of greater gender equality, cooperative networking among women's
organizations in campaigns for women's rights on various issues, and financial

assistance from international foundations.
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