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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this experiment was to study the effects
of the difficulty level of the learning task, as informed by
the experimenter, on learning and retention of a left - right
alternating pattern. The subjects were ninety girls who were
in Mathayomsuksa Il of Satree Srisuriyothai School. The subjects
were devided into three %roups of equal average inteIHg?n ce as
measured by the ProgressWé M atrices Intelligence Test. The
first group was informed that the learning task was difficult;
the second group was informed that the task was easy, and the
third group was informed that the task was neither difficult
nor easy. The dependent variables were a) the umber of buttons
of the left - right pattern answered correctly on each trial for
six trials, as a measure of learning, and b) the number of
buttons of the left - right pattern answered correctly on two
successive trials, as a measure of trial to trial retention.

Analyses of variance and the Newman-Keuls comparison procedure



were performed on the data.

The results were a) informed task difficulty determine
the amount of learning and retention significantly, ) the group
which was informed that the learning task was neither difficult
nor easy was best for learning and retention, c) the group which
was informed that the learning task was difficult was significantly
better in learning and retention than the group that was informed
that the learning task was easy,I and d) there were significant

differences between learning and retention in all trials in each

of the three groups.
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