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The objective of this research is to study elders’ expected rules เก the family and to examine main 
factors that influence their opportunity to play such expected rules. The data gathering and analysis were 
systematically conducted through the in-depth interviews of 347 samples elders atWatbot District, Phisanulok 
Province 1 using SPSS/PC program and statistical methods such as frequency, percentage, Chi-square, Phi 
and Cramer’s rule, with the level of statistical significance at 0.05.

The research found that elders' expected roles in educating the family members, in giving them 
advice and recommendations and in sharing the responsibility in the family tended to be played at a high 
level. On the other hand, it was found that the roles which were played by elders at a low level were their 
expected roles in reprimanding their sons or daughters in law who behad wrongly (55.6%), in giving advice 
and recommendations to their children, daughters or sons in law regarding conflicts in the family (58.8%), and 
in working for incomes to support the family (54.2%).

It was also found that the factors strongly affecting elders’ opportunity to play expected roles in 
the family were marital status, educational level, age and health condition, at the statistically significant level 
below 0.05, and that the factors affecting elders' opportunity to play expected roles at a low level or at the 
statistically significant level above 0.05 were their economic status, personality and position in the society.
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