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Abstract

1 Te present thesis takes . the nature of a cross-cultural
study of the ways in which an in-school Thai adolescent sees and feels
about himself and his perception of some particular others' evaluations
and reactions toward his day-to-day activities. But the spe-cifics cf
the research have to do with an empirical test of the relationship
between an adolescent' behavior and the structure and content of his
"self" in the light of a set. cf ideas derived from the theoretical
orientation called symbolic .interaction.

The present investigator L-oek conceptions of self in terms of
(1) a differentiated structure of identities, (2) a conception of
commitment; to a set of roles that links identities and relationships
to others and (3) the statement of a set of premises purporting to
help her explain identity formation. The main design of the study
was directly influenced as well by Schwartz and Stryker' work (1970)
which presented a refined conceptualization and measurement of self-
concepts. Also from this specific source, the Stir of hypotheses and



the measurement of self-concepts ( a semantic differential technique)
as formulated and devised by the said others was adapted and applied
to the research problem at hand.

Data were gathered from male students in two high schools in
Bangkok. This report relies primarily upon data collected from a
non-random sample of 110 hoys from 2 schools, located in the center of
the Metropolis and its Eastern suburb, and a random sample of 40 offi-
cially abjugated boys living in Ban Karuna - a "house of correction”.
The data were analyzed and presented in the forms of Mean, standard
Deviation, t-test, Pearsonian Product-Moment Correlation and Multiple
and Partial Correlations,

The main findings are as follows:

1. The "pre-delinquent” boys evaluate themselves more
positively than do the "good" hoys or non-delinquent ones.

2. The officially delinquent boys evaluate themselves
more positively than the pre-delinquent and the “"good" boys-in
support of the specific hypothesis.

3. There is the least variability in self-concept
among the delinquent boys ( in Ban Karuna) in comparison with
either the "pre-delinquent" or the "good" boys also in support
of the snecific hypothesis.

d. "Good" boys perceive that they share more elements
of their self-evaluations with their mothers, teachers and
student friends.



"Relatively good" boys perceive that they share
more elements of their self-evaluations with their fathers,
student friends and their intimate friends.

6. "Pre-delinquent" boys perceive that they share
more of their self-evaluations with their best friends,
teachers and student friends.

7. Delinquent hoys perceive that they share more
of their self-evaluatic.ns with their best friends, fathers,
mothers and teachers.
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