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LBSTRACT

This thesis ains ob & systenmatic and detailed study
of Setthis'roles and dutins /as well as their significance to

&

Ruddhism durine the time of tie TLord Buddha.

The nmain source of #this study is the Pali Canon and
other Puldhist works.. Refirences sre a_so mede from texts
by modera asuthers., Daié-ere collected; assorted and analysed
ard conclusions drawn.

£y

n general wealthy

[=ds:

The study sheowz thet Setthis were
merchants or businessmen, mostly belonging to the Taisys
caste. They werc recognized and well resvected in their
society, and wers often chosen &s lcaders of occupational
groups. They played importsnt roles in the control of the
eccnomic system of the staste and this fzet wes acknowledged
by the king. Setthi in certein contexts is a title, which
supports the idea that the society at that time accepted the

gignificance of this status.



Fumerous setthis were supporters of Buddhism. Many
of them donsiad large amount cof money, to provide focd,
shelters, mediciné znd robe~ for the monks. DMany moncsteries
were constructed, some of which werc large and cost & sreat
deal of nonev. Some of the Setthis wers t¢lszo respons$ible for
coertzin precepts, ruler, regulaticng to be observed hy the
morks. -t is not an exagferstion %9 sey thet the preosperity
of Buddhism as a relizion ewed pertly to the roles played by

these Sezthis.
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