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KEY WORD:
Malinge Ninmalee : The Comparative Study of Cultural Identity between Thai and Western through
the Novels and the Movies : “Kawao Tee Bang Pleng” and “Village of the Damned”. Thesis Advisor :
Karnchana Kaewthep. Asscoiate Professor, 128 pages, I1SBN : 974-638-020-6. '

The objectives of the research were to study Thai and Western Culture through Thai novel : Kawao Tee
Bang Pleng , English novel : The Midwich Cuckoos, through Thai movie : Kawao Tee Bang Pleng, American
movie : Village of the Damned with an analyzed and comparative study. The concept and theoretical framework
based on Genre Studies, Narrative Analysis and Cultural Identity. Moreover, this research also included the study
of audience’s perception about Thai culture when viewing Thai movie by using Focus Group Interview. — The
scope of the study was focused on two med um : novel and movie in form of video tape in Thai and English.

Findings and Conclusions : The research found that Thai and Western culture share three similarity in
cultural aspects : Situation Definition, Mothernity love and Judgment of the deeds.  Flowever, these two cultures
through novels are different in thought and action. ~ Kawao Tee Bang Pleng, Thai culture was revealed in the
form of the belief in transience of life and grace deed which assist people to cope with problems while Western
culture through The Midwich Cuckoos was the belief in oneself ability based on scientific thinking and sacrifice is
the deed a man should be. When adapted to movies, Thai culture in novels is still maintained. ~ Contrary to
Thai movie, American movie is different from the originality about the narration and name, but still maintained the
notion of the sacrifice.  Finally, the study of audience’s perception at adolescent age in Bangkok and Rural
reveals that the different in location does not bring Thai audience to differently perceive Thai culture and does not
obstacle to differentiate its culture to others’.  The audience in Bangkok has optimistic viewpoint towards aliens
while the audience in rural perceived the change of Thai culture in the real world and on the screen.
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