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The Catholic Encyclopedia “Hagiography”

The name given to that branch of learning which has the
saints and their worship for its object. Writings relating to the
worship of the saints may be divided into two categories:

(a) those which are the spontaneous product of circumstances
or have been called into being by religious needs of one kind or
another (and these belong to what may be called practical
hagiography);

(b) writings devoted to the scientific study of the former
category (and these constitute critical hagiography).%
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