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# # 5880144022 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
KEYWORD: Contemporary Thai Literary Works, Young Main Characters Problems, Thai
Social Issues, Literary Elements
Rungsinee Lakphet : Young Adult Issues and Social Problems in Contemporary Thai

Young Adult Literary Works. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Siriporn Sriwarakan, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to study the problems of the main young characters and social
problems in the following contemporary Thai young adult literary works: Aonkasem Rodsutthi’s
Ban Tang Sai Luead (2009) and Plai Phon (2010), Sakorn Poonsuk’s Rongrian Rim Ta Le (2010),
Kamin Kamani’s Tam Ha Jotan (2011), Chantra Ratsameethong’s Er Ra Hei Loi Kho (2012),
Aonkasem Rodsutthi’s Hua Jai Kong Chang (2016), Chak Chandra’s Zen Nai Suan (2016),
Panari’s Rom Mai Nueng Sueng Rao Tua Lek (2015) and Korn Siriwatano’s Siang Duern Nai
Siang Wood Rod Fai (2016) investigates the contemporary economic and social context that

present the influence of the context and the problems.

The study shows that the way the authors of these texts presented the characters
reflects the problems of young characters and social problems such as orphanage, loneliness,
poverty, the lack of educational distribution, environmental crisis and consumerism. All of
these problems are caused by economic and social changes in the context of contemporary
Thai society which affects the structural changes in Thai families. The researcher found that the
authors present changes in the family representation in Thai society; for example, a host
family, a non-blood relationship family, a single father or a single mother family. The study
reveals the representation of young characters who suffer from relationship problems with
other characters such as parents, friends and teachers that present the influence of the
contemporary social context. Furthermore, the authors also present the solutions by accepting
and dealing with the problems through negotiation, education and self-awareness in order to

raise awareness amonsg readers.

Field of Study: Comparative Literature Student's Signature ......coccooeveririennee

Academic Year: 2018 Advisor's Signature .......ccoccevvvnienne.
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