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# # 5880171922 : MAJOR JAPANESE CULTURE AND LITERATURE

KEYWORD: Thai-Japanese relations, juvenile, southern expansion doctrine, representation
Chomphunik Lomvatanatham : THE REPRESENTATION OF THAI-
JAPANESE RELATIONS IN THE JUVENILE NOVELS, NIHONJIN O’IN AND NITTO NO BOKE
N’Q. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Namthip Methasate, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to analyze the representation of Thai-Japanese relations in OSARAGI
Jirou’s juvenile novel Nihonjin O’in (1932) and MINAMI Yoichirou’s juvenile novel Nitto No

Boken’o (1937), linked to the Japanese social and culture context in the 1930s.

The analysis shows that both juvenile novels represented Thai-Japanese relationship
as a friend and cooperate to protect Siam from invasion of foreign enemies, which imply to
western colonial countries to seek benefits from Siam. The representation of Thai-Japanese
relationships in both juvenile novels reflected that Japan’s point of view to Thai in the 1930s is
similar. It shaped by Japanese colonialism or “nanshinron” in Japanese, the southern
expansion doctrine, encouraged the Japanese people to launch out and settle
abroad. Nihonjin  O’in represented friendly relationship, living together peacefully and
depending on each other to protect each other’s benefit. Nitto No Boken’o represented Japan
and Siam as brothers, in which Japan is a big brother who helped and protected Siam from the
exploitation of western countries. Focusing on cooperation for the prosperity of the two
countries. On the other way, both juvenile novels represented the ethnic identity of Japanese
is superior to Siam which means a hegemony. It is a discourse that the colonists often used to

justify pioneering and occupying for the benefit of other lands.

Moreover, as a juvenile novel, both novels also cultivated colonialism in their

contents to the young readers.

Field of Study: Japanese Culture and Student's Signature .......ccooeevieeinene.
Literature

Academic Year: 2018 Advisor's Signature .......ccoccevirneeenne.
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