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The objective of this research is to study the gratification felt
by veiwers who watch television drama series. The study consentrated on
3 areas viewer behavior, levels of gratification and experience gained
from viewing dramas.

This was a qualitative research which examined the message given by
a drama series and the audience-gratification attained from this message.
Results were attained by depth interviewing members of a purposive sampling.
The group consisted of 30 females residing in Bangkok who have been watching
drama series following the evening news for no less than 5 years.

Research resurlts showéd that this group has tremendous interest in
watching evening drama series and in criticizing the performances of actors
and actresses, the story line and the story message. The message provides
a social utility in that it wall be used as a discussion topic among their
social peer-:group. The order of their interest in evening drama series is
first entertainment, followed by story line, actors, setting and custume
design. They use these programs as a relaxation and escape from their
personal problems, reality exploration and advice. In addition, the
researcher found that the female drama series audience gained not only story
experience but vas influenced as to the proper character of a modern woman,
one vho believes in verginity and that one performs good deeds will be
rewarded and one who does not vill be punished.
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