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ABSTRACT

The Bangkok Metropolitan, due to its role as a sole
economic, social and administrative centre of the nation, has
faced various urban problems, one of which is a great number
of population migration from other regions to seek employment.
The government, thefefore, has tried to cope with the problem
by setting a policy of industrial factory distribution to
provinces to intercept the immigrants. Such policy is one of
many factors enhancing industrial boom in Maeklong basin,
besides its vicinity to and convenient transportation connected
with Bangkok. The important industries having large employment
are sugar mills, textiles, chemical products cements, ceramics
and sanitary wares etc. And in order to gain on over view of
those industries which will be useful to industrial Development
of the area, this study has examined and analyzed the pattern of
industries by setting 4 objectives that are to study, firstly,
the present form and pattern of plant distribution; secondly,
the factors conducively pushing the Maeklong basin to be the

major regional industrial zone; thirdly, the overall manufacturing



impacts on the Maeklong basin itself and; fourthly, industrial

zone development guidelines for Maeklong basin in the future.

From the study, it is found out that some industrial
factories concentrate on highland and othors distrebute along
the main roads which are the main important factors inducing
the factories to locate in Maeklong basin. The minor inducing
factore are infrastructures such as electricity, pipe water
and telephone availability, and advantageous location which is
close to raw materials sources, to market, to water resources
and to thg sare type Qf other factories. The problems and
impacts of ihe factories affecting the basin are on several
aspects such as physical aspect of agricultural land which
relates with industrial types, plant selection and distribution;
structurel aspect of interrelating industries that depend on
raw material ontside the region causing unrelation among types
of factories in the region and; labour aspect of skilled worker
shortage. These mentioned problems and impacts also affect the
economic, social and enviromental aspects, bringing about low
economic expansion, high rates of out-migration according to
employment shortage and water pollution in the Maeklong river

because of an agglomeration of factories along its banks.

To encaurage effectively industrial gzone in the Maeklong
basin in the future relating with the increasing of other
activities, both problems and impacts should be solved by
reforming agricultural land use near by the plant location

correlating with types of agro-industries; disseminating more



industrial factories to appropriate setes in the Maeklong

basin; stimulating more investment in basic industries,
industries consuming raw material inside the region and high
employment industries; controlling effectively water pollution
in the Maeklong river, establishing an industrial estate to gain
new industries taking place in the future and; developing

major cities as centralized centres of economic and social
facilitis and also decreasing strong influence of Bangkok upon
the basin. The proposed stratergies will also retain most of
beneft to population in this region, enhance more linkage and
expansioﬂ among factories, increase more employment and decrease
out-migrants and finally upgrade overall economic condition

in the Maeklong basin.
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