
CHAPTER IV

DATA EXERCISE

4.1 -  Introduction

T h e  S H I s c h e m e  h a s b e e n  im p le m e n te d  in  V ie tn a m  fo r  5 y e a r s  an d  h a s  g a in e d  

in it ia l e n c o u r a g in g  a c h ie v e m e n t. T o  th e  e n d  o f  1 9 9 9 , th ere  w e r e  m o r e  th a n  3 m il l io n  

s c h o o l p u p ils  an d  u n iv e r s ity  s tu d e n ts  p a r tic ip a tin g  in  th e  S H I s c h e m e , c o v e r in g  arou n d  

2 0 %  o f  to ta l p u p ils  an d  stu d en ts  o f  th e  w h o le  co u n tr y . S H I  h a s  co n tr ib u te d  its  part for  

e n su r in g  th e  q u a lity  o f  p r im ary  h e a lth  care  a c t iv it ie s  fo r  p u p ils  an d  s tu d e n ts  a t th e  

s c h o o ls  v ia  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  s c h o o l  h e a lth  ca r e  n e tw o r k . S H I h a s  su p p o rted  

p ro g r a m s o f  d ru g  a d d ic t c o n tr o l, H IV /A ID S  p r e v e n t io n , to b a c c o  co n tro l, 

e n v ir o n m e n ta l h y g ie n e  an d  s a fe  w a te r  su p p ly  in  th e  s c h o o ls .  S H I  h a s  p r o v id e d  f ir st  a id  

fo r  su d d e n  i l ln e s s  an d  a c c id e n ts  at th e  s c h o o ls ,  ca rr ied  o u t  ro u tin e  m e d ic a l  

e x a m in a t io n s  an d  c h e c k  u p s  fo r  s c h o o l  p u p ils  an d  s tu d e n ts  to  d e te c t  an d  p r e v e n t  

se r io u s  d is e a s e s  at an  ear ly  s ta g e . T h ere  w e r e  p u p ils  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  p a id  se v e r a l ten  

m il l io n s  D o n g  fo r  h is  or  h er  o n e  trea tm e n t c o u r se , s p e c ia l ly ,  th e r e  w a s  o n e  p u p il w h o  

h a s  b e e n  p a id  m o r e  th a n  2 0 0  m il l io n  V ie tn a m  D o n g  fo r  h is  h o sp ita l e x p e n d itu r e  (L e  

N g o c  T r o n g , 2 0 0 0 ) .

Beside the achievement of VHI implementation in the last 5 years, VHI is also
facing some problems and challenges in which the low coverage rate in the SHI
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s c h e m e  is  th e  m a in  p ro b lem . T h e  c o v e r a g e  rate sh o u ld  b e  4 0  -  5 0 %  o f  th e  e l ig ib le  

p o p u la tio n  to  en su re  s u ff ic ie n t  su b s id y  fo r  i l ln e s s . B u t, th e  c o v e r a g e  rate o f  S H I  

n o w a d a y s  is  20 %  o f  th e  e l ig ib le  p o p u la tio n ; in  s o m e  p r o v in c e s  th e  c o v e r a g e  rate h as  

b e e n  u p  to  m o r e  th an  50 %  o f  th e  e l ig ib le  p o p u la tio n  su c h  a s  H o  C h i M in h  c ity ,  T h u a  

T h ie n  H u e , D a  N a n g  an d  N in h  T h u an  p r o v in c e . M e a n w h ile , a  n u m b e r  o f  o th er  p la c e s  

ju s t  c o v e r e d  u n d er  10%  o f  e l ig ib le  p o p u la tio n . A n d  B a  V i  d is tr ic t  o f  H a  T a y  p r o v in c e  

is  o n e  o f  th e se  p la c e s .

B a se d  o n  th e  d ata  a v a ila b le  in  B a  V i  D is tr ic t  H e a lth  In su ra n ce  S u b -B r a n c h  

(H I S B , in  th e  s c h o o l-y e a r  2000-2001 th e  w h o le  B a  V i  d is tr ic t  h a s  76 s c h o o ls  w ith  

to ta l 57,207 sc h o o lc h ild r e n . O f  th e  76 s c h o o ls ,  th ere  are 34 p r im a ry  s c h o o ls ,  36 lo w e r  

se c o n d a r y  s c h o o ls ,  5 u p p er  se c o n d a r y  s c h o o ls  an d  1 se c o n d a r y  te c h n ic a l s c h o o l .  T h ere  

are ju s t  7 s c h o o ls  w ith  a  to ta l o f  1,603 e n r o l le e s  th a t h a v e  p a r tic ip a te d  in  th e  S H I  

s c h e m e . T h e  c o v e r a g e  rate i s  2.8%. W h y  th e  c o v e r a g e  ra te  in  S H I s c h e m e  in  B a  V i  

d is tr ic t  i s  s o  lo w  in  c o m p a r iso n  w ith  th e  a v e r a g e  rate o f  th e  w h o le  c o u n tr y  i s  th e  

c o n c e r n  o f  ฟ ! r e la ted  d iv is io n s . W h a t are th e  p o s s ib le  fa c to r s  r e la te d  to  S H I  

p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  s c h o o lc h ild r e n s ’s  p a ren ts  in  B a  V i  d is tr ic t  i s  a  q u e s t io n  fo r  th e  

r e se a r c h e r s  to  s tu d y .

4.2 -  Objectives

+  T o  te s t  d ata  c o l le c t io n  te c h n iq u e s .

+  T o  id e n t ify  th e  s p e c if ic  fa c to r s  re la ted  to  S H I p a r tic ip a tio n  o f  lo c a l  

s c h o o lc h ild r e n ’s  p aren ts an d  p o s s ib le  s o lu t io n s  fo r  th e  c o n c e r n e d  a u th o r it ie s  an d  H I
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o f f ic e r s  to  ta k e  in to  c o n s id e r a tio n  in  e x p a n d in g  S H I c o v e r a g e  in  B a  V i d istr ic t  in  

c o m in g  y e a r s .

4.3 -  Data collection methods

4.3.1 -  Methodology:

C a se  -  c o n tr o l s tu d y  is  a p p lie d  to  id e n tify  th e  p o s s ib le  fa c to r s  r e la ted  to  S H I  

p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  s c h o o lc h ild r e n ’ร’ p aren ts. A  gro u p  o f  s c h o o lc h ild r e n ’s  p a ren ts  w h o  

h a v e  b o u g h t  S H I ca rd s fo r  th e ir  ch ild r e n  in  s c h o o l-y e a r  2 0 0 0  -  2 0 0 1  w i l l  b e  id e n tif ie d  

(called case) a n d , fo r  p u r p o se s  o f  c o m p a r iso n , a  g ro u p  o f  s c h o o lc h ild r e n ’s  p aren ts  

w h o  h a v e  n o t  p u rch a sed  ca rd s  w i l l  b e  s e le c te d  (called control).

4.3.2 -  Technique for data collection:

- S u r v e y  { t o  t e s t  t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e ,  i d e n t i f y  s o m e  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  ’ร  p a r e n t  i n  t h e  S H I  s c h e m e ) .

- In -d ep th  In te r v ie w  w ith  k e y  in fo rm a n ts  { t o  t e s t  t e c h n i q u e  a n d  t o  i d e n t i f y  

s o m e  u n d e r l y i n g  c a u s e s  l e a d i n g  t o  l o w  c o v e r a g e  r a t e  o f  S H I  s c h e m e  i n  B a  V i  d i s t r i c t ) .

4.3.3 -  Instrument for data collection:

A  set o f  q u e s tio n n a ir e s  h a s  b e e n  u se d  to  c o l le c t  th e  in fo r m a tio n  from  

s c h o o lc h ild r e n ’s  p aren ts in c lu d in g  b o th  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  b o u g h t  S H I ca rd s  and  th o se
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w h o  h a v e  n o t  y e t  p u rch a sed  card s (P ie a s e , k in d ly  s e e  a tta c h m e n t fro m  p a g e  1 3 7  to  

1 4 4 ) . In a d d it io n a l, a g u id e lin e  fo r  in  fo r  an In -d ep th  In te r v ie w  w a s  d e v e lo p e d  to  

c o l le c t  in fo r m a tio n  fro m  k e y  in fo rm a n ts  in c lu d in g  h e a d  o f  'S c h o o lc h i ld r e n ’s  P a ren t’s  

A s s o c ia t io n ’, th e  h e a d  o f  th e  ‘C o m m u n a l S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l ’ , th e  h e a d  te a c h e r  o f  o n e  

c la s s  o f  th e  s c h o o l , a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  D ir e c to r s  B o a r d  o f  D is tr ic t  H e a lth  C e n te r  an d  a  

m e m b e r  o f  L ea d ers  B o ard  o f  B a  V i d is tr ic t  H e a lth  In su r a n c e  S u b -B r a n c h  (k in d ly  s e e  

a tta c h m e n t fro m  p a g e  145  to  1 5 9 ) .

4 .3 .4  -  Study location:

T h e  stu d y  lo c a t io n  th a t h a s  b e e n  c h o s e n  is  D o n g  T h a i c o m m u n e  -  o n e  o f  3 2  

c o m m u n e s  o f  B a  V i d istr ic t , H a  T a y  p r o v in c e . D o n g  T h a i h a s  a n  a rea  o f  8 1 2  h a , o f  

w h ic h  th e  a g r icu ltu re  area  is  5 8 3  h a . C u rren tly , th e  c o m m u n e  h a s  p o p u la t io n  o f  

1 0 ,1 6 7  in h a b ita n ts  o f  w h ic h  m a le s  are  4 ,9 1 6  p e r so n s  (4 8 .4 % ) an d  f e m a le s  are 5 .2 5 1  

p e r so n s  (5 1 .6 % ). D o n g  T h ai i s  o n e  o f  th e  2 2  a g r icu ltu ra l c o m m îm e s  o f  B a  V i  d istr ic t . 

T h e  e c o n o m ic  pattern  o f  th e  c o m m u n e  m a in ly  is  a g r icu ltu re  w ith  a n  a v e r a g e  in c o m e  

o f  3 5 0 - k g  r ic e  p er  y ea r  p er  p e r so n . T h e  lite r a c y  rate o f  th e  c o m m u n e  i s  o v e r  90 % .

D o n g  T h a i h a s  o n e  p rim a ry  s c h o o l w ith  1 ,2 3 0  p u p ils  a n d  o n e  lo w e r  se c o n d a r y  

s c h o o l w ith  8 7 9  p u p ils . T h e  c o m m u n e  h a s  6 3  c h ild r e n  a tte n d in g  u p p e r  s e c o n d a r y  

s c h o o l,  21 s tu d en ts  a tte n d in g  tra in in g  c o u r se s  in  d if fe r e n t  h ig h  s c h o o l  an d  te c h n ic a l  

se c o n d a r y  s c h o o ls  and  14 stu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  tr a in in g  c o u r s e s  in  th e  d iffe r e n t  

u n iv e r s it ie s . T h ere  is  n o  h ea lth  p r o fe s s io n a l w o r k in g  in  e ith e r  th e  p r im a ry  or  

se c o n d a r y  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  c o m m u n e  y e t . S c h o o l h e a lth  in su r a n c e  ju s t  started  in  th e
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lo w e r  se c o n d a r y  s c h o o l o f  th e  c o m m u n e  in  th e  s c h o o l  y e a r  2 0 0 0 -2 0 0 1  w ith  th e  

p a r tic ip a tio n  o f  o n ly  91  p u p ils  (1 0 .3 5 %  o f  to ta l n u m b er  o f  p u p ils  o f  c o m m u n a l lo w e r  

se c o n d a r y  s c h o o l or  4 .1 %  o f  th e  e l ig ib le  grou p ).

In g e n e r a l, D o n g  T h a i is  s im ila r  to  m o st  o th e r  c o m m u n e s  in  th e  d is tr ic t  in  term  

o f  e c o n o m ic  p attern . A n d  D o n g  T h a i i s  o n e  o f  tw o  p r im a ry  a n d  lo w e r  se c o n d a r y  

s c h o o ls  in  th e  2 2  a g r icu ltu ra l c o m m u n e , w h ic h  h a v e  started  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  S H I  

s c h e m e . B u t  th e  p a r tic ip a tio n  ra te  i s  s t i l l  lo w  (4 .1 % ); th e r e fo r e , D o n g  T h a i h a s  b e e n  

c h o s e n  fo r  th e  resea rch er  to  s tu d y .

4.3.5 -  Sample size and sampling:

- S a m p le  s iz e ;

+  D u e  to  c o n s tr a in ts  o f  t im e  a n d  o th er  n e c e s s a r y  r e s o u r c e s , a  g ro u p  o f  a t le a s t  

3 0  s c h o o lc h ild r e n ’s  p aren ts  w h o  h a v e  b o u g h t  S H I ca rd s  fo r  th e ir  c h ild r e n  s h o u ld  b e  

id e n t if ie d  a s  th e  c a s e  g ro u p . W ith  th e  a im  o f  c o m p a r iso n  to  d e te r m in e  th e  fa c to r s  an d  

c a u s e s  th a t m a y  le a d  to  S C P  n o t  b u y in g  S H I card s, th e  รณ d y  sa m p le  s h o u ld  in c lu d e  

su b je c t  w h o  are n o t  e n r o lle d  -  a  c o n tr o l gro u p  w ith  th e  s im ila r  n u m b e r , th e r e fo r e  th e  

to ta l sa m p le  s iz e  w o u ld  b e  a b o u t 6 0 . F o r  in -d e p th  in te r v ie w  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  f iv e  t o  s ix  

k e y  in fo r m a n ts  in c lu d in g  H e a d  o f  S c h o o lc h ild r e n ’s  P a r e n t’s  A s s o c ia t io n , h e a d  o f  th e  

C o m m u n a l L o w e r  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l,  h ea d  te a c h e r  o f  o n e  c la s s  o f  th e  s c h o o l ,  a  

m e m b e r  o f  D ir e c to r s  B o ard  o f  th e  D H C  an d  o n e  m e m b e r  o f  th e  B a  V i D is tr ic t  H IS B .
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S a m p lin g :

4 .3 .6  -  Pre-field activities:

-  A  se t  o f  q u e s tio n n a ir e s  fo r  su r v e y  an d  a  g u id e l in e  fo r  in  d e p th  in te r v ie w  h a s  

b e e n  p rep ared  fr o m  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 0  to  Jan uary 2 0 0 1  b y  th e  r e se a r c h e r  w ith  th e  

c o m m e n ts  an d  su p p o rt o f  th e  e x p e r ts  fro m  b o th  in  a n d  o u t  o f  th e  C o l le g e  o f  P u b lic  

H e a lth , C h u la lo n g k o m  U n iv e r s ity . T h e  q u e s tio n n a ir e  a n d  g u id e l in e  w a s  a ls o  

su b m itte d  to  th e  A d v is e r  o f  th e  resea rch er  fo r  a d v ic e  b e fo r e  th e  r e se a r c h e r  retu rn ed  to  

V ie tn a m  fo r  d a ta  c o l le c t io n .

- A fte r  c o m in g  b a c k  to  V ie tn a m , th e  r e sea rch er  c o n ta c te d  w ith  th e  d irec to rs  

b oard  o f  th e  B a  V i D is tr ic t  H ea lth  C en ter  to  lo o k  fo r  s o m e  b a s ic  in fo r m a tio n  o n  h e a lth  

s e r v ic e s  in  th e  d istr ic t  a n d  to  r e q u e st  su p p o rt an d  c o lla b o r a t io n  d u r in g  th e  t im e  th e  

r e sea rch er  w a s  รณ d y in g  in  B a  V i  d istr ic t. T h e  d ir e c to r s ’ b o a rd  o f  th e  d is tr ic t  h e a lth  

c e n te r  w a s  v e r y  k in d  an d  w i l l in g  to  su p p o rt th e  resea rch er . O n  31 Jan u ary  2 0 0 1 ,  B a  

V i D is tr ic t  H e a lth  C en ter  se n t  le tter  N o . 12  /  K H N V  to  in tr o d u c e  th e  r e se a r c h e r  to  th e  

D o n g  T h a i C o m m u n a l P e o p le  C o m m itte e , th e  c h ie f  o f  th e  c o m m u n a l h e a lth  p o s t , th e  

h ead  te a c h e r s  o f  c o m m u n a l lo w e r  se c o n d a r y  s c h o o l, a n d  to  s e t  th e  t im e  to  w o r k  w ith  

th e m . T h e y  a ls o  a p p o in te d  fo u r  in te r v ie w e r s  w h o  w e r e  w o r k in g  in  th e  f ie ld  la b  to  

su p p o rt th e  r e sea rch er  in  c a rr y in g  o u t su rv ey .

The technique used for sampling with the case group is simple random, and
stratified random sampling was applied to the control group.
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- Due to the limited time, during the weekly meeting of the interviewers, the 
researcher met four interviewers who had been appointed by the Director of Ba Vi 
District Health Center to explain the structure of the questionnaire and manner of 
interview.

- The questionnaire was copied into 80 sets and distributed for the 
interviewers; other necessary stationary and facilities such as note sheets, recorder, 
tape, batteries for in depth interviews were also prepared.

4.3.7 -  Data collection and analysis:

- Collection: The survey was conducted by four interviewers under supervision 
of the researcher from February 8 -  13, 2001. An in-depth interview was done by the 
researcher in collaboration with the Deputy Director of Ba Vi District Health Center.

- Analysis: Completed questionnaires were checked by the researcher. The 
checked questionnaires were coded before entering data into a computer. The 
Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) software for Windows was used as an 
instrument for entry data and analysis. The data were divided and analyzed 
appropriately according to each factor in the study.
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4.4 -  Findings

There were a total of 69 subjects involved in the study. The subjects were 
divided into two groups, in which the case group included 33 subjects and the control 
group was 36 subjects. The findings were collected according to the factors that may 
affect the participation of SCP in the SHI scheme. The following are findings from the 
stu dy:

4.4.1- General information on schoolchildren’s parents:

The figures on the following Table 10 shows that the ratio of males in 
case group was slight higher than in the control group. But, the association between 
gender and SHI participation is not significantly different.

Table 10: General Information on schoolchildren’s parents:

Gender
Case Control

ท % ท %
- Male 15 45.5 14 38.9
- Female 18 54.5 22 61.1
-Total 33 100.0 36 100.0

It can be seen that the ages of SCP are mostly in the range of 33 to 50: more 
than 75% in both groups; and those above 60 to the oldest 68 represent less than 5%. 
With this range of ages, the SCP has a high ability to receive SHI information.
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Table 11 ะ The ages of schoolchildren’s parents

Age group
Case Control

ท % ท %

+ 33-40 11 33.3 13 36.1
+ 41-50 14 42.4 16 44.4
+ 51 -60 7 21.2 5 13.9
+ 61 -68 1 3.0 2 5.6

Total 33 99.9 36 100.0

In terms of the relationship between the subjects and the schoolchildren, more 
than 94% in both case and control groups is the father or mother. The details are 
shown in the following Table 12.

Table 12: The relationship between the subjects and the schoolchildren

Relationship
Case Control

ท % ท %
+ Fathers 16 48.5 13 36.1
+ Mother 16 48.5 21 58.3
+ Grandfathers or mothers 1 3.0 2 5.6

Total 33 100.0 36 100.0
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The number of children in school from each family is one of the concerns, in 
terms of the economic aspect, of the VH1 managers. The finding from this study 
showed that regarding the number of children in school from each family (subject) 
there is not significant difference in association with SHI participation.

Table 13: Number of children in school from each family

Relationship
Case Control

ท % ท %
+ ใ child 11 33.3 12 33.3
+ 2 children 12 36.4 11 30.6
+ 3 - 4  children 10 30.3 13 36.1

Total 33 100.0 36 100.0

Of the case and control subjects, there is a bit difference in occupation, but the 
difference is not significant in association between occupation and SHI participation. 
The finding is as follows:

Table 14: The occupation of schoolchildren’s parents

Occupation
Case Control

ท % ท %
+ Retired or elderly 3 9.1
+ Farmer 29 87.9 36 100.0
+ Business / Small trade 1 3.0

Total 33 100.0 36 100.0
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Education level normally is related to the involvement of people in a social 
policy, but the difference in education from the finding of the study is net significant. 
The detail of education in both case and control group is in the following Table 15:

Table 15: The education level of schoolchildren’s parent

Education level
Case Control

ท % ท %
+ Primary school 9 27.3 8 22.2
+ Lower secondary school 23 69.7 24 66.7
+ Upper secondary school 3 8.3
+ High school / University 1 3.0 1 2.8

Total 33 100.0 36 100.0

Chart 5: Education level of schoolchildren's parents

69.7 66.7

Eü Primary school 

■  Lower secondary 

Q  Upper secondary 

D High / University

CASE CONTROL
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Regarding the current economic status of the people living in the countryside 
of Vietnam, economics is an issue that concerned the researcher.

Previous study on health insurance schemes for people outside formal sector 
employment stated that several schemes that had examined the issue of affordability 
acknowledged that it could be a problem. For moderate to large, lower-income 
households in Nkoranza district, Ghana, the estimated cost of premiums amounted to
5-10% of the annual household budget, which may well be a financial barrier to 
membership (Somkang et al., 1994). In Muyinga, Burundi, 27% of the respondents of 
a household survey stated that financial inability to purchase a card was one of the 
main reasons for not participating in the scheme (Arhin, 1994).

In this survey, the indicator on general economic status was self-evaluated by 
the subjects in comparison with other families in the same commune. To have the 
whole picture of the subject, one needs not only the economic status by self- 
evaluation, but also information on the housing and valuable assets that are available; 
this information was also collected. The finding shows that there is not significant 
difference in association between economic status and SHI participation. The 
following are findings from the study.

4.4.2 -  The findings on the economic status of schoolchildren’s parents:
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Table 16: Economic status of schoolchildren’ร parents
Case Control

Economic status N % N %

- General economic status:
+ Higher than others 6 18.2 5 13.9
+ Middle level 23 69.7 24 66.7
+ Lower than others 4 12.1 7 19.4

Total 33 100.0 36 100.0

- Housing:
+ Brick, zinc roof 27 81.8 28 77.8
+ One floor / béton roof 2 6.1 6 16.7
+ two / more than two floors 4 12.1 2 5.5

Total 33 100.0 36 100.0

- Value assets of the family:
+ Motorbike: 6 18.2 6 16.7
+ Color TV 21 63.6 15 41.7
+ Video cassette 8 24.2 5 13.9
+ Refrigerator 1 3.0 1 2.8
+ Telephone 0 0 0 0
+ Cabinet / salon 20 60.6 19 52.8



Chart 6: Economic status of schoolchildren’s parents
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The information the researcher obtained from Mr. Phung Quoc Dinh, the head 
of the communal SCPA by in-depth interview corresponded with the findings from the 
survey. He stated that:

“With the premium of 12 to 15 thousand Dong per year, it doesn’t matter with 
our relatives (the w ay o f  calling a ll people in the com m unity) nowadays. We 
know that it is not enough to pay for going once to see a doctor if our child got 
sick, but the matter is point of time...”.

The point of time that the head of the communal SCPA mentioned in his 
response would be understood that if the SHI cards are sold once a year at the 
beginning of the school year, SCP might have financial difficulty. The following is 
finding from the survey.
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Table 17: The financial difficulty at the beginning of the school year

The answer
Case Control

N % ท %
+ Not difficult 11 33.3 18 50.0
+ Not so difficult 17 51.5 12 33.3
+ Difficult 5 15.2 6 16.7

Total 33 100.0 36 100.0

In fact, Vietnam nowadays still has approximately 18% population who is 
categorized as poor, the finding in Table 17 above is reasonable.

4.4.3 -  The findings on SHI information:

The percentage of the SCP who have heard about SHI information is as
follow:

Table 18: The number of people hearing about SHI
Case Control

Hearing about SHI N % ท %
+ Yes 33 100.0 21 58.3
+ Not yet 15 41.7

Total 33 100.0 36 100.0
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By Chi-Square test, it was found that there is statistical difference in the 
association between the number of people hearing about SHI and SHI participation (P
=  .000).

The sources, from which SCP have received information on SHI scheme, are 
as follows:

Table 19: The sources of SHI information

Hearing about SHI
Case Control

ท % ท %

+ TV / radio 19 57.6 4 11.1
+ Books / newspapers 1 3.0 0
+ Leaflets 0 0
+ Communal broadcast: 5 15.2 0
+ Parents meeting 31 93.9 16 44.4
+ Sons / daughters 11 33.3 16 44.4
+ Health personnel 0 1 2.8
+ Health insurance staff 2 6.1 0
+ Friends / relatives 6 18.2 4 11.1
+ Others 1 3.0 1 2.8
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Chart 7: Sources of SHI information
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From the finding in above Table 19, it can be seen that the information on SHI 
that the case group received is mainly from TV / radio and parents meeting and ranged 
57.6% and 93.9% respectively. Meanwhile, the information the control group received 
is mainly from parents meeting and their children with an equal number of 44.4%.

By Chi-Square test, it was shown that there is a significant difference in the 
association between the number of the SCP who received information from TV / radio 
or from parents meeting and SHI participation (in both test p = .000). But there is not 
difference in association between the number of the SCP who heard information from 
their children and SHI participation (P = .460). However the quality of the information 
on SHI in the SCP meeting raised many discussions among the managers of VHI. The 
finding from the survey shows that although 31 persons (93.9%) of the case group and
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16 persons (57.6%) of the control group have heard about SHI information in the 
parent meeting, 4 persons (12.9%) of case group and 7 persons (43.75%) of control 
group stated that they heard about SHI information only as one of the items that they 
have to pay for in the beginning of the school year.

Chart 8: The ratio between the parents who were informed about SHI 
details and those who have heard about it as one item for which they should pay
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13%

[รุ] Heaing in detail
I  Hearing as one item they should pay

CONTROL GROUP

44%

56%

B Hearing in details B Hearing as one item they should pay

The findings also show that the information on SHI that the SCP in both 
groups received from other information sources were rare (kindly see details in Table 
19).

In addition, the finding also suggested one matter that Ba Vi district HISB 
should pay attention to is that the number of SCP who received information from 
health insurance staffs and health personnel is too small. This result reflected 
accurately the real situation of EIC activities on SHI of Ba Vi district HISB in the last
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few years. The results from the in-depth interview with Mr. Vu Hoang Thanh, Head of 
Ba Vi district HISB, on the 6 February 2001 at the office of district HISB show that 
the EIC activities of HISB are too weak. The propaganda and motivation activities 
mainly have been done through the head teachers of schools in the district, and only 
once a year, in 30-45 minutes. He stated that:

“The coordination of the district Education Division with us in SHI 
implementation is rather good. Every year, through the meeting organized by 
the District Education Division to disseminate the education plan in the new 
school year for the head teachers of schools in the district, we are given 30 to 
45 minutes to talk about SHI activities”.

Out of this activity, and from the in-depth interview, the researcher learned 
that in the last year the HI staff of the district had visited 5-6 schools only to propagate 
and motivate directly with the schoolteachers. Ba Vi district HISB has also 
coordinated with the district radio to organize an information program on SHI. The 
program was broadcast continuously within one week, two times per day and each 
time 15 minutes. But this program was not so effective, according to the evaluation of 
the head of district HISB, due to the week in which the program was broadcast also 
being the season of gathering maize. Neither leaflets nor posters have been used. 
These are issues that should be taken into consideration for SHI expansion in coming
years.
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“The officers of district HISB should work with us. The representatives of the 
SPA motivate the schoolchildren’s parents easier than schoolteachers do, due 
to the feeling (which caused abnormal behavior of SCP), that the school asks 
them to pay too much. If we talk with them, they will think we do it for the 
benefit of schoolchildren”.

4.4.4 -  Findings on SCP knowledge and attitude of SHI scheme

To know the knowledge and attitude of the people on SHI is one of the very 
important parts of the study. The results of this study will hopefully be useful for the 
managers in consideration of solutions for future expansion of the SHI scheme in the 
district. The following is the finding of SCP understanding and attitude of the SHI
scheme:

4.4.4.1 -  The finding of SCP understanding of SHI scheme objectives

Although, the findings show that there is a significant difference in association 
between the number of the SCP who know about two main objectives of SHI scheme 
(to cushion family budget against the major expense of hospitalization of children and 
to create conditions in schools under which children stay healthy) and SHI 
participation (P =. 004 and p = .030). The findings also show that the number of the

From the in-depth interview, the researcher received an important suggestion from
Mr. Phung Quoc Dinh, the head of SCPA. He stated that:



9 8

SCP in Dong Thai commune who fully understand the objectives of SHI scheme is 
very small.

Table 20: Understanding of SCP on objectives of SHI scheme

Case Control
N % N %

+ To create conditions in schools under
which children stay healthy. 23 69.7 12 33.3

+ To cushion family budgets due to
hospitalization of children 19 57.6 11 30.6

+ Aid treatment expenses for the poor 11 33.3 1 2.8
+ Educate children to help one another 4 12.1 1 2.8
+ Don’t know 0 2 5.6

By in-depth interview, the researcher also recognized that it is not only the 
school -children’s parents who do not fully understand the objectives of SHI but also 
the head teachers of the class and the head teacher of the school. The informants are 
confused between objectives and benefits. Mr. Nguyen Van Ngoc, a head teacher of 
class grade 9, stated that: “On the objectives of SHI scheme, I also only understand it 
is similar to other health insurance. The schoolchildren who are participating in the 
SHI scheme will get free service when going to hospitalร for disease examination and
treatment”.
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4A4.2 -  The finding on SCP understanding of SHI scheme benefits

Table 21: SCP understanding of SHI benefits

Coverage
Case Control

N % N %
+ Personal hygiene, nutrition & envi-

ronmental hygiene, disease prevention 8 24.2 4 11.1
+ First aid accidents / sudden illness,

as well as food safety at school. 9 27.3 5 13.9
+ Hospital care 30 90.9 14 38.9
+ Don’t know 0 1 2.8

By Chi-square test, the finding is strongly suggestive of an association 
between the understanding of the coverage of hospital care in the SHI scheme and 
participation (P=. 000)

Chart 9: SCP understanding of SHI benefits

El Benefit 1 

H  Benefit 2 

D  Benefit 3 
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CASE CONTROL
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4.4.4.3 -  T he finding on the  opinions o f SCP on SH I p rem ium

T a b le  2 2 :  T he opinions o f SCP on SHI prem ium

L e v e l  o f  S H I s c h e m e ’s  

p r e m iu m

C a se C o n tr o l

ท % ท %

+  A g r e e  w ith  1 5 -2 5  th o u sa n d  D o n g  fo r  P S /L S S 17 5 1 .5 13 3 6 .1

+  A g r e e  w ith  30-40 th o u sa n d  D o n g  fo r  uss u p 1 3.0 1 2 .8

+  F o l lo w in g  th e  G o v e r n m e n t r e g u la t io n 31 9 3 .9 2 3 6 3 .9

+  N o  id e a 0 2 5 .6

T h e  f in d in g  s h o w  th a t a t le a s t  th e r e  w e r e  m o r e  th an  6 0 %  o f  S C P  in  D o n g  T h a i 

c o m m u n e  h a v in g  n o  o b je c t io n  to  th e  p r e m iu m  le v e l  o f  S H I  s c h e m e . T h e  p e o p le  f o l lo w  

th e  G o v e r n m e n t  r e g u la t io n . T h is  i s  o n e  o f  th e  fa v o r a b le  c o n d it io n s  fo r  e x p a n d in g  S H I  

c o v e r a g e  in  th e  fu tu re .

4.4.4.4 -  P o in t o f view o f SCP on SH I

T h e  f in d in g  o n  th e  p o in t  o f  v i e w  o f  S C P  o n  S H I c a n  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  a  

p o s it iv e  s ig n  fo r  B a  V i  d is tr ic t  H I S B  s p e c ia l ly ,  a s  w e l l  a s  fo r  th o s e  w o r k in g  fo r  S H I in  

V ie tn a m  in  g e n e r a l. T h e  d erail o f  th e  f in d in g  is  p r e se n te d  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  ta b le .
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T a b le  2 3 :  Points of view of schoolchildren’s p aren ts  on SHI

S H I s c h e m e  is  n e c e s sa r y  

fo r  h e a lth  ca re  o f  c h ild r e n

C a se C o n tro l

ท % ท %

+  Y e s 33 1 0 0 .0 3 0 8 3 .3

+  N o 3 8 .3

+  N o  id e a 3 8 .3

T o ta l 33 1 0 0 .0 3 6 1 0 0 .0

T h e  resu lt  o n  th e  p o in t  o f  v i e w  o f  s c h o o lc h ild r e n  o n  S H I  c a n  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  

a  p o s it iv e  s ig n  fo r  B a  V i  d is tr ic t  H I S B  in  p articu la r  a s  w e l l  a s  fo r  th o s e  w o r k in g  fo r  

S H I in  V ie tn a m  in  g e n e r a l.

4.4.5 -  F inding  on SCP u n d erstan d in g  o f th e  m ain  h ea lth  ca re  activities 

a t school fo r schoolchildren .

T a b le  24: SCP u n d ers tan d in g  o f m ain  health  care  activities a t school

K n o w in g  s o m e  m a in  

a c t iv it ie s  o f  s c h o o l  h e a lth

C a se C o n tr o l

ท % ท %

+  Y e s 2 3 6 9 .7 11 3 0 .6

+  N o 4 12.1 7 1 9 .4

+  N o  a n sw e r 6 1 8 .2 18 5 0 .0

T o ta l 33 1 0 0 .0 3 6 1 0 0 .0
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T h e  f in d in g  s u g g e s te d  that th ere  is  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  n u m b er  

o f  th e  S C P  w h o  k n o w  th e  m a in  h ea lth  care  a c t iv it ie s  at s c h o o l  an d  S H I p a r tic ip a tio n  

(P  =  .0 0 4 ) .  A n d  6 9 .7 %  o f  S C P  in  th e  c a s e  gro u p  sta ted  that th e y  k n o w  a b o u t th e  m a in  

h ea lth  c a r e  a c t iv it ie s  at s c h o o l . In g e n e r a l, th e  ra tio  o f  S C P  in  b o th  c a s e  an d  co n tr o l  

g ro u p s w h o  r e d ly  k n o w  a b o u t th e  m a in  a c t iv it ie s  is  rath er lo w :

T a b le  25: U nd erstan d in g  o f SCP on some m ain  health  care  activities

a t school.

K n o w in g  a b o u t m a in  h e a lth  care  

a c t iv it ie s  a t s c h o o l

C a se C o n tr o l

ท % ท %

+  H e a lth  e d u c a t io n  /  m a n a g e m e n t  an d

reg u la r  c h e c k  up 12 3 6 .4 4 11 .1

+  G u id a n c e  o n  s c h o o l a g e  d is e a s e

p r e v e n tio n 13 3 9 .4 1 2 .8

+  E p id e m ic  p r e v e n tio n  /  s c h o o l  h y g ie n e 8 2 4 .2 1 2 .8

+  P r o v id in g  fir st  a id 4 12 .1 5 1 3 .9

T h is  r e su lt  in  th e  a b o v e  ta b le  p artly  r e f le c t s  th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  s c h o o l  h e a lth  o f  

D o n g  T h a i L o w e r  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l in  th e  la s t  f e w  y e a r s . T h e  f in d in g  o n  th e  a c t iv it ie s  

o f  h ea lth  ca re  at s c h o o l  w i l l  b e  p r e se n te d  in  ite m  4 .4 .6 .

R e g a r d in g  th e  o p in io n  o f  S C P  o n  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  h e a lth  ca re  a c t iv it ie s  fo r  th e

ch ild ren  a t s c h o o l is  a s  fo l lo w s :
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Table 26: The necessity of health care activities at school for children

H e a lth  care  a c t iv it ie s  at 

s c h o o l  fo r  c h ild r e n

C a se C o n tro l

ท % ท %

+  V ery’ n e c e s s a r y 2 6 7 8 .8 2 4 6 6 .7

+  N o t  s o  n e c e s sa r y 5 1 5 .2 10 2 7 .8

+  N o t  n e c e s s a r y 2 6.1 2 5 .6

T o ta l 33 1 0 0 .0 3 6 1 0 0 .0

In th e  a v e r a g e  o f  b o th  g r o u p s, th ere  are s t i l l  5 .8  %  o f  S C P  w h o  v i e w  th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  

h e a lth  ca r e  fo r  c h ild r e n  at s c h o o l  a s  n o t  n e c e s sa r y . In  th e  p o in t  o f  v i e w  o f  th e  H e a d  

T e a c h e r s  o f  th e  S c h o o l,  M r. P h a n  H u y  L a n  sta ted  that:

“T h o u g h  sc h o o lc h ild r e n  are ra re ly  g e tt in g  s ic k , w h o  c a n  k n o w  b e fo r e  a b o u t  

u n cer ta in ty . O u r te a c h e r s  c a n  te a c h  c h ild r e n  th e  k n o w le d g e  o n  p e r so n a l  

h y g ie n e  an d  s o m e  s im p le  d is e a s e  p r e v e n tio n  -  th e s e  are  th e  le s s o n s  th a t h a v e  

b e e n  w r itten  in  t e x tb o o k s , b u t w e  are n o t  h e a lth  p e r so n n e l. E a c h  t im e  th e r e  are  

a n y  c h ild r e n , w h o  su d d e n ly  g e t  s ic k  or  h a v e  an  a c c id e n t , a ll o u r  te a c h e r s  are

v e r y  b e w ild e r e d  an d  w o r r ie d ........5. E s p e c ia lly , ou r  c h ild r e n  are  l iv in g  in  a  rural

area; e v e r y  d a y  b e fo r e  g o in g  to  s c h o o l , s o m e  h a v e  b rea k fa st, s o m e  d o  n o t , and  

s o m e  h a v e  m a n io c  or  s w e e t  p o ta to  a s  b rea k fa st. I f  th ere  is  a n y  c h ild  w h o  

u n fo r tu n a te ly  is  m a n io c -s ic k  at s c h o o l ,  w e  d o n ’t k n o w  an d  g iv e  h im  or  h er  

m e d ic in e  a s  trea tm en t fo r  a  s im p le  c a s e  o f  h ea d a c h e ; th e  e f f e c t  w i l l  b e  d if f ic u lt
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to  e s t im a te . C h ild ren  are n o r m a lly  v e r y  a c t iv e , s o m e  a c c id e n ts  a t s c h o o l  c a n n o t  

b e  a v o id e d .. . , .  It i s  n e c e s sa r y  to  h a v e  a  s c h o o l  h ea lth  ca re  u n it to  ta k e  ca re  o f  

th e  h ea lth  o f  c h ild r e n  at s c h o o l. W e  h o p e  th a t w ith  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S H I  

s c h e m e  w e  c a n  h a v e  s o m e  a d d itio n a l b u d g e t  to  se t  u p  th is  u n it” .

4.4.6 -  F indings on school health  activities

F ro m  th e  in -d e p th  in te r v ie w , th e  resea rch er  fo u n d  th at s c h o o l  h e a lth  a c t iv it ie s  

o f  D o n g  T h a i C o m m u n a l L o w e r  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l are s t i ll  v e r y  p o o r . U p  to  th e  

p r e se n t  t im e , th ere  are  s t i l l  n o  h e a lth  p e r so n n e l w o r k in g  a t th e  s c h o o l .  O n e  

A d m in is tr a to r  i s  a p p o in te d  to  w o r k  p art-tim e  fo r  h e a lth  a c t iv it ie s  in  th e  s c h o o l .  T h e  

fa c il ity  fo r  s c h o o l  h e a lth  a c t iv it ie s  is  n o t  s e t  u p  y e t;  th e  s c h o o l  h a s  o n ly  a  s m a ll  c a b in e t  

fo r  m e d ic in e  w ith  f e w  c o m m o n  m e d ic in e s , m e d ic a l o i l ,  c o t to n  a n d  b a n d a g e s . S o m e  

y e a r s  th ere  are reg u la r  h e a lth  c h e c k  u p s  fo r  s c h o o lc h ild r e n , s o m e  y e a r s  th e r e  a re  n o t. 

O n e  th in g  s h o u ld  b e  r e c o g n iz e d , th e  s c h o o l  te a c h e r s  h a v e  tr ied  th e ir  b e s t  to  d o  s o m e  

th in g s  fo r  im p r o v in g  th e  h e a lth  sta tu s o f  th e  c h ild r e n . F o r  e x a m p le , la s t  y e a r , th e  

s c h o o l in  c o lla b o r a t io n  w ith  th e  G o ite r  C o n tro l P ro g ra m  o r g a n iz e d  an  e x a m in a t io n  fo r  

ch ild r e n  m a n ife s t in g  io d in e  d e f ic ie n c y , th o u g h  a c t iv it ie s  l ik e  th is  are  s t i l l  f e w .  

H o w e v e r , th e  w e a k n e ss  in  s c h o o l  h ea lth  care  a c t iv it ie s  o f  D o n g  T h a i L S S  are  p a rtly  

r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  S C P  n o t  f u l ly  u n d e r sta n d in g  a b o u t s c h o o l  h e a lth  ca r e  a c t iv it ie s . It 

c o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  o n e  o f  th e  fa c to rs  a f fe c t in g  th e  p a r tic ip a tio n  o f  S C P  in  th e  S H I

sc h e m e .
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4 .4 .7  -  H ealth  sta tus o f schoolchildren  and  health  care  seeking b ehav io r o f

S C P

4 .4 .7 .1  -  H ealth  status o f schoolchildren

D u e  to  s o m e  lim ita t io n  in  th e  s tu d y  ( s e e  p p . 1 1 1 -1 1 2  fo r  a  d e sc r ip t io n  o f  th e s e  

l im ita t io n ) , th e  f o l lo w in g  f in d in g  c a n  b e  o n ly  p a r tia lly  r e f le c t  th e  h e a lth  s ta tu s  o f  

sc h o o lc h ild r e n  o f  D o n g  T h a i C o m m u n a l L S S  -  o n e  o f  th e  fa c to r s  le a d in g  to  th e  n e e d  

o f  h e a lth  ca re  an d  h e a lth  in su r a n c e  in  s c h o o lc h ild r e n .

T a b le  2 7 :  H ealth  s ta tu s  o f schoolchildren  d u rin g  the  y ea r 2000

N u m b e r  o f  t im e s

C a se C o n tr o l

ท % ท %

+  S u d d e n  i l ln e s s  /  a c c id e n t  at s c h o o l 2 6 .1 4 11 .1

+  N u m b e r  o f  t im e s  m is s in g  c la s s

>  1 d a y  d u e  to  h e a lth  r e a so n s 6 1 8 .2 10 2 7 .8

T h e  rate  o f  su d d e n  i l ln e s s  or  a c c id e n t  at s c h o o l  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  t im e s  m is s in g  

c la s s e s  >  1 d a y s  d u e  to  h e a lth  r e a so n s  fo r  s c h o o lc h ild r e n  in  th e  c o n tr o l g ro u p  is

s lig h t ly  h ig h e r  than  th e  c a s e  g ro u p . H o w e v e r , th is  d if fe r e n c e  in d ic a te s  th at p r e se n tly  

th e  h ea lth  s ta tu s  o f  c h ild r e n  in  D o n g  T h a i s c h o o l is  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  n e e d  fo r  h ea lth

in su ra n ce .
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4 .4 .7 .2  -  H e a l th  s e r v ic e s  s e e k in g  b e h a v io r  o f  S C P

T a b le  2 8 :  H e a l th  s e r v ic e s  u t i l iz a t io n  o f  s c h o o lc h i ld r e n

H e a lth  fa c i l i t ie s C a se C o n tro l

ท % ท %

+  S e l f  m e d ic a tio n 2 3 3 .3 3 3 0 .0

+  A t  C H P 1 1 6 .7 1 1 0 .0

+  P r iv a te  p ra c tit io n er 3 5 0 .0 5 5 0 .0

+  D H C 1 1 6 .7 0 0

+  P r o v in c ia l h o sp ita l 3 5 0 .0 0 0

+  C en tra l le v e l  h o sp ita l 0 0 0 0

In  b o th  g r o u p s, c a se  a n d  c o n tr o l c h ild r e n  ten d  to  u s e  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  p r iv a te  

p r a c tit io n ers  o r  s e lf -m e d ic a t io n  m o r e  th a n  th e  CHP or  DHC s e r v ic e s . O n e  o f  th e  

e x p la n a t io n s  m a y  b e  that th e  i l ln e s s e s  o f  th e  c h ild r e n  are  n o t  s e r io u s . T h a t c a n  b e  

p r o v e d  b y  th e  a v e r a g e  e x p e n s e  fo r  o n e  trea tm e n t c o u r se  o f  p u p ils  w h o  n o t  c o v e r e d  b y  

th e  S H I s c h e m e , w h ic h  i s  o n ly  49,562 VND (e q u iv a le n t  t o  uss 3.4) ( fa c t  fro m  th e  

f in d in g  o f  th e  s tu d y ) . In  th e  c a s e  g ro u p , th e  c h ild r e n  m a y  h a v e  m o r e  fa v o r ite  

c o n d it io n s ;  th e r e fo r e  th e  fr e q u e n c y  o f  p ro c u r in g  h e a lth  s e r v ic e s  at th e  p r o v in c ia l 

h o sp ita l i s  50.0%.
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4 .4 .8  -  T h e  r e a s o n  t h e  c o n t r o l  g r o u p  q u i t  e n r o l lm e n t

T a b le  2 9 :  T h e  r e a s o n  c o n t r o l  g r o u p  q u it  e n r o l lm e n t

T h e  r e a so n s

C o n tro l

ท %

+  T h e ir  c h ild  is  rare ly  i l l 6 1 6 .7

+  H a v e n ’t  s e e n  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  S H I y e t 31 8 6 .1

+  P a y in g  h o sp ita l f e e  d ir e c t ly  i s  b etter 0 0

+  D is s a t is f ie d  w ith  th e  q u a lity  o f  h ea lth  ca r e  /  s e r v ic e s 3 8 .3

+  S H I d o e s n ’t c o v e r  o u t  p a tien t 0 0

+  H a v e  b o u g h t  o th e r  in su r a n c e  card s 2 5 .6

+  F a m ily  i s  to o  p o o r  to  b u y 3 8 .3

+  H a v e  f in a n c ia l d if f ic u lty  at b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s c h o o l

y e a r  d u e  to  p a y in g  fo r  m a n y  ite m s  a t th e  sa m e  t im e 12 3 3 .3

+  S c h o o lte a c h e r s  d o n ’t  s u g g e s t  b u y in g  S H I 6 1 6 .7

+  O th ers 8 2 2 .2

T h e  m a in  r e a so n  fo r  n o t  y e t  p a r tic ip a tin g  in  th e  S H I s c h e m e  fo r  m o s t  

s c h o o lc h ild r e n  i s  th at th e  S C P  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  c le a r ly  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  o f  th e  

s c h e m e  (8 6 .1 % ). T h e  s e c o n d  r e a so n  th a t sh o u ld  b e  ta k e n  in to  c o n s id e r a tio n  i s  th e  

f in a n c ia l d if f ic u lty  o f  3 3 .3 %  o f  S C P  ( ฝ th o u g h  in  d if fe r e n t  le v e l )  in  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  

th e  s c h o o l  year .
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4 .4 .9  -  Foreseen n u m b er o f p artic ip an ts  in the com ing year:

T a b le  30 : Foreseen n u m b er o f p artic ip an ts  in the  com ing y ear

T h e  a n sw e r

C a se C o n tro l

ท % ท %
+  w i l l  b u y  S H I card s 31 9 3 .9 14 3 8 .9

+  N o t  d e c id e d  y e t 2 6 .1 19 5 2 .8

+  W ill  n o t 0 0 ว 8.3

T o ta l 3 3 1 0 0 .0 3 6 1 0 0 .0

G e tt in g  in  an d  d ro p p in g  o u t  is  ty p ic a l in  m a n y  k in d s  o f  in su r a n c e . B u t  in  D o n g  

T h a i C o m m u n a l L o w e r  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l,  th e  S H I s c h e m e  w a s  j u s t  im p le m e n te d  la s t  

y ea r . F ro m  th e  s tu d y , th ere  are 2  (6 .1 % ) S C P  w h o  m a y  n o t  c o n t in u e  to  b u y  in  th e  

c o m in g  yea r . I f  s o m e  d rop  o u t, th is  o c c u r r e n c e  w i l l  a f fe c t  to  o th e r s . T h e r e fo r e , B a  V i  

d istr ic t  H IS B  sh o u ld  b e  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  th is  o c c u r r e n c e . H o w e v e r , o n  th e  o th er  h an d , 

it c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  a  p o s it iv e  s ig n  th a t in  th e  c o n tr o l g ro u p  th e r e  are  1 9  p e r so n s  (5 2 .8  % ) 

w h o  are  n o t  d e c id e d  y e t , b u t th e r e  are  14  p e r so n s  (3 8 .9 % ) w h o  in te n d  to  b u y  n e x t  

yea r .

4 .5  -  Discussions and  Conclusions:

With the findings from the survey o f 69 subjects (33 subjects considered as
case group and 36 subjects considered as control group) and the findings from in-
depth interviews with 5 key informants (head o f  SPA, head teacher o f the school, one
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h e a d  tea c h e r  o f  o n e  c la s s , h e a d  o f  B a  V i  H IS B  a n d  v ic e  d irec to r  o f  B a  V i D H C ). th e  

r e sea rch er  fo u n d  that:

- T h ere  are n o  a s s o c ia t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  g e n d e r , a g e , r e la t io n sh ip  (b e tw e e n  

su b je c ts  w ith  c h ild r e n ), e d u c a t io n  an d  o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e  s c h o o lc h ild r e n ’s  p a ren ts  w ith  

S H I p a rtic ip a tio n .

- T h e  e c o n o m ic  s itu a t io n  o f  s c h o o lc h ild r e n ’s  p a ren ts  c o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  as  

h a v in g  n o  a s s o c ia t io n  in  te r m s o f  th e  su m  th at th e y  h a v e  to  p a y  a s  p re m iu m . T h e  

m a tter  is  th e  p o in t  o f  t im e . I f  th e  p o in t  o f  t im e  fo r  b u y in g  ca rd s  c o u ld  b e  c h a n g e d  an d  

sp rea d  o u t, th e  p r o b le m  w o u ld  b e  s o lv e d .

- T h e  h e a lth  sta tu s o f  s c h o o lc h ild r e n  an d  h a b it  o f  u s in g  h e a lth  s e r v ic e s  s h o w  

n o  d if fe r e n c e  in  an  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  S H I p a r tic ip a tio n .

-  T h ere  are 3 fa c to r s  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  th e  m a in  fa c to r s  th a t h a v e  

a f fe c te d  th e  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  th e  S H I o f  S C P  o f  D o n g  T h a i C o m m u n a l L S S :

1 -  T h e  in fo r m a tio n  o n  S H I c o m e s  to  th e  p a ren ts  o f  s c h o o lc h ild r e n  fr o m  q u ite  

a f e w  s o u r c e s  in  term s o f  in fo r m a tio n , b u t it  is  to o  p o o r  in  te r m s o f  q u a lity , n o t  in  t im e  

in  term s o f  t im in g  an d  n o t s o  e f f e c t iv e  in  te r m s o f  m a n n ers .

•  O f  10  s o u r c e s  o f  in fo r m a tio n , o n ly  3 s o u r c e s  h a v e  th e  m o r e  th a n  3 0 %  rate  

o f  a p p ro a c h in g  th e  S C P  (p a ren ts  m e e t in g  6 9 .1 5 % , so n  o r  d a u gh ter
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3 8 .8 5 %  and  T V  or  rad io  3 4 .3 5 %  a v e r a g e  fo r  b o th  g r o u p s) . F or o th er  

so u r c e s  th e  rate o f  a p p r o a c h in g  S C P  is  o n ly  2 .8 %  or  3 .0 %  (su c h  a s  b o o k s  

an d  n e w sp a p e r s  an d  h e a lth  p e r so n n e l) . T h e  p a ren ts  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  an y  

le a f le ts  o n  S H I in fo r m a tio n . O n e  th in g  th a t s h o u ld  m e n tio n e d  is  th at th e  

rate o f  p aren ts w h o  r e c e iv e d  in fo r m a tio n  fr o m  h e a lth  in su r a n c e  s t a f f  is  

o n ly  3 .0 %  5 i f  d iv id e d  to  a v e r a g e  fo r  b o th  g r o u p s .

•  O f  3 in fo rm a tio n  so u r c e s  w h ic h  w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  h a v in g  th e  ra tes o f  

a p p ro a c h in g  S C P  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  o th e r s , o n ly  2  in fo r m a tio n  so u r c e s  

w h ic h  are th e  p aren ts m e e t in g  an d  T V  /  ra d io  c a n  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  

e n c o u r a g in g  fa c to r s  in  r e la t io n  to  S H I p a r tic ip a tio n .

•  O n ly  o n e  p rog ram  o n  S H I h a s  b e e n  b r o a d c a s t  o n  th e  d is tr ic t  ra d io  in  th e  

y e a r  2 0 0 0 ,  b u t th is  o ccu rred  in  th e  w e e k  w h e n  p e o p le  in  th e  d is tr ic t  w e r e  

b u sy  g a th er in g  m a iz e .

•  T h e  a c t iv ity  o f  p r o v id in g  in fo r m a tio n  in  th e  S C P  m e e t in g  w a s  m a in ly  

b a se d  o n  th e  te a c h e r s  o f  th e  s c h o o l ,  b u t th e y  t h e m s e lv e s  d id  n o t  h a v e  

e n o u g h  in fo r m a tio n  o n  S H I sc h e m e .

•  T o  m o tiv a te  th e  S C P  b u y in g  S H I c a rd s , d is tr ic t  H IS B  sh o u ld  w o r k  

to g e th e r  w ith  n o t o n ly  th e  h ea d  te a c h e r s  o f  s c h o o ls  m e e t in g  o r g a n iz e d  b y  

th e  D is tr ic t  E d u c a tio n  D iv i s io n ,  b ut a ls o  w ith  a ll c la s s  h e a d  te a c h e r s  in  th e  

s c h o o l an d  th e  r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  o f  S C P A .
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2  -  S C P  are n o t k n o w le d g e a b le  o n  S H I an d  a c t iv it ie s  o f  h e a lth  ca re  fo r  th e  c h ild r e n  at 

s c h o o l.

•  R e g a r d in g  th e  o b je c t iv e s  o f  S H I sc h e m e : fo r  th e  fir st  o b je c t iv e  ( to  crea te  

a  c o n d it io n  in  s c h o o ls ,  u n d er w h ic h  c h ild r e n  s ta y  h e a lth y ) , th ere  are o n ly  

2 3  p aren ts  (6 9 .7 % ) in  th e  c a s e  gro u p  an d  12  p aren ts  (3 3 .3 % ) in  th e  

co n tr o l g ro u p  w h o  k n o w  a b o u t th is  o b je c t iv e ;  fo r  th e  s e c o n d  o b je c t iv e  ( to  

c u s h io n  fa m ily  b u d g e ts  a g a in s t  th e  m a jo r  e x p e n s e  o f  h o s p ita l iz a t io n )  th e  

n u m b er  o f  p aren ts  w h o  k n o w  a b o u t it  i s  s im ila r , 1 9  p a ren ts  (5 7 .6 % ) o f  

th e  c a se  gro u p  an d  11 p aren ts  (3 0 .6 % ) o f  th e  c o n tr o l g ro u p .

•  R e g a r d in g  th e  b e n e f it s , w h ic h  are  c o v e r e d  b y  S H I s c h e m e , th e  

u n d er sta n d in g  o f  th e  s c h o o lc h ild r e n ’s  p a ren ts  i s  w o r s e  e x c e p t  fo r  th e  

b e n e fit  o f  fr e e  h o sp ita l care: 3 0  p aren ts (9 0 .9 % ) o f  th e  c a s e  g ro u p  an d  14  

p aren ts  (3 8 .9 % ) o f  th e  co n tr o l gro u p .

•  T h ere  are 4  m a in  a c t iv it ie s  o f  h ea lth  c a r e  at s c h o o l  fo r  th e  c h ild r e n . W ith  

th e  fir st a c t iv ity  (c a rry in g  o u t  h ea lth  e d u c a t io n , m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  regu lar  

c h e c k u p s  fo r  th e  c h ild r e n ) , th ere  are 12  p a ren ts  (3 6 .4 % ) o f  th e  c a s e  gro u p  

an d  11 p aren ts  (3 0 .6 % ) o f  th e  c o n tr o l g r o u p  w h o  k n o w  a b o u t it. 

R e g a r d in g  th e  s e c o n d  a c t iv ity  (g u id a n c e  o n  s c h o o l a g e  d is e a se  

p r e v e n tio n ) , th ere  are 13 p aren ts (3 9 .4 % ) o f  th e  c a s e  g ro u p  an d  o n ly  1 

p aren t (2 .8 % ) o f  th e  co n tro l gro u p  w h o  k n o w  a b o u t it. F o r  th e  third  

a c t iv ity  (c a r r y in g  o u t e p id e m ic  p r e v e n tio n  at s c h o o l  an d  s c h o o l  h y g ie n e )  

an d  th e  fou rth  a c t iv ity  (p r o v id in g  f ir st  a id  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ) , th e  resu lts
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are p rese n te d  in  p a g e  9 9 , w h ic h  s h o w  th a t th e  u n d e r sta n d in g  o f  S C P  is  

n o t  b etter than  th e ir  u n d er sta n d in g  a b o u t th e  a b o v e  t w o  a c t iv it ie s  but  

w o r se .

T h a t th e  S C P  are n o t  k n o w le d g e a b le  o n  S H I an d  th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  h e a lth  care  

fo r  th e  c h ild r e n  a t s c h o o l  m a y  b e  d u e  to  m a n y  r e a so n s , b u t o n e  o f  th e  m a in  r e a so n s  is  

th e  w e a k n e s s  o f  IE C  a c t iv it ie s  o f  B a  V i d istr ic t  H I S B . A  s e c o n d  r e a so n  th a t sh o u ld  b e  

c o n s id e r e d  i s  d u e  to  S C P  th e m se lv e s ;  th e y  s h o u ld  a c t iv e ly  a p p r o a c h  o r  s e e k  th e  

in fo r m a tio n . A n d  a n o th er  rea so n  is  d u e  to  th e  s y s te m  o f  h e a lth  ca r e  a t s c h o o ls  fo r  

c h ild r e n  i s  n o t  d e v e lo p e d  y et.

3 -  T h e  f in d in g  o n  th e  h e a lth  ca re  fa c il ity  an d  a c t iv it ie s  p r e se n te d  in  ite m  4 .4 .6  

s h o w e d  th a t th e  fa c il ity  fo r  h e a lth  care  a t s c h o o l  o f  D o n g  T h a i C o m m u n a l L S S  is  to o  

p o o r , h e a lth  ca re  a c t iv it ie s  are s t i l l  lim ite d .

T h ree  a b o v e -m e n t io n e d  fa c to r s  h a v e  le a d  to  a  m a jo r ity  o f  S C P  n o t  s e e in g  th e  

a d v a n ta g e s  a n d  a ttr a c tiv e n e ss  o f  th e  S H I s c h e m e  y e t . T h a t i s  th e  m a in  b arrier to  

p a r tic ip a tio n  in  th e  S H I s c h e m e . B y  C h i-sq u a r e  te s t , th e  f in d in g  s tr o n g ly  s u g g e s ts  an  

a s s o c ia t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  n u m b er  o f  th e  p aren ts  w ith  S H I in fo r m a tio n  fr o m  th e  p aren t  

m e e t in g  o r  fr o m  T V  o r  ra d io  an d  S H I p artic ip a tio n .

T o  e x p a n d  th e c o v e r a g e  o f  S H I in  c o m in g  y e a r s  in  B a  V i d is tr ic t  in  g e n e r a l, in  

D o n g  T h a i c o m m u n e  in  p articu lar , th ere  are  se v e r a l s o lu t io n s , b u t th e  m o s t  im p o rtan t

o n e s  are:



! 13

(1 )  - T h e  IE C  a c t iv it ie s  o f  B a  V i d istr ic t  s h o u ld  b e  im p r o v e d :

•  T h e  q u a lity  o f  in fo rm a tio n  sh o u ld  b e  im p r o v e d ,

•  T h e  fr e q u e n c y  o f  a c t iv it ie s  sh o u ld  b e  in c r e a se d ,

•  T h e  so u r c e s  o f  in fo rm a tio n  sh o u ld  b e  in c r e a se d ,

•  T h e  m e th o d  and  m a n n er  s h o u ld  b e  c h a n g e d  su c h  a s  c o lla b o r a t io n  w ith  

S P A  in  m o t iv a t io n  o n  S H I...,.

( 2 )  -  W h ile  im p r o v in g  th e  IE C  a c t iv it ie s , th e  h e a lth  ca r e  f a c i l i ty  at th e  s c h o o l  

s h o u ld  b e  se t  u p  w ith  c o n c r e te  a c t iv it ie s  s u c h  a s  h e a lth  c h e c k u p s , d e -w o r m in g  

in te r v e n tio n  e tc . . . ,  to  m a k e  th e  S C P  s e e  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  th e  S H I s c h e m e  and  

s c h o o l h ea lth  ca r e  a c t iv it ie s .

4.6 -  Lessons learned:

T h e  o b je c t iv e  o f  th e  d a ta  e x e r c is e  is  to  d e v e lo p  th e  s k ill  o f  th e  rese a r c h e r  in  

c a r r y in g  o u t  re sea rch  w o r k  in  th e  fu tu re. T h e  le s s o n s  g a in e d  fr o m  th is  d a ta  e x e r c is e  

p r o c e s s  are  a s  fo l lo w s :

- T h e  m o s t  im p o rtan t le s s o n  o f  th e  s tu d y  i s  th a t th e  o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  s tu d y  

an d  m e th o d o lo g y  a p p lie d  s h o u ld  b e  id e n t if ie d  at th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w o rk .

-  In  ca rr y in g  o u t a  c a se -c o n tr o l s tu d y , o v e r -m a tc h in g  p r o b le m s  sh o u ld  b e

a v o id e d .
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T h e  d ata  c o l le c t io n  in stru m en ts  sh o u ld  b e  w e l l  p la n n e d . T h e  in stru m en ts  

u se d  in  th is  stu d y  are q u estio n n a ire  an d  g u id e l in e  fo r  in -d e p th  in te r v ie w .  

T h e  q u e stio n n a ir e  sh o u ld  b e  sh ort b u t e n su r e  that th e  n e c e s sa r y  

in fo r m a tio n  ca n  b e  c o l le c te d , an d  is  c le a r , e a s y  fo r  r e sp o n d e n ts  to  p r o v id e  

a ccu ra te  in fo r m a tio n . T h e  q u estio n n a ire  sh o u ld  b e  w e l l  d e s ig n e d  fo r  d ata  

a n a ly s is  la ter  o n . C ir c u m sta n c e s  o f  th e  r e sp o n d e n ts  sh o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  

w h e n  d e s ig n in g  th e  q u estio n n a ire .

L im ita tio n  in  h u m an  reca ll is  o n e  o f  th e  le s s o n s  th e  r e se a r c h e r  h a s  lea rn ed  

fro m  th e  s tu d y . F o r  e x a m p le , w h e n  a s k in g  fo r  th e  in fo r m a tio n  o f  h o w  

m a n y  t im e s  th e  c h ild  w a s  a b se n t fro m  th e  c la s s  >  o n e  d a y  d u e  to  h ea lth  

r e a so n s  in  th e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 ,  n o t a l l  s c h o o lc h ild r e n  c a n  r e m e m b e r  e x a c t ly .

T h e  su p p o rt o f  lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t an d  r e la ted  in s t itu t io n s  i s  n e e d e d  to  

en su r e  th e  s tu d y  c a n  b e  carr ied  o u t s m o o th ly . D u r in g  th e  t im e  th e  su r v e y  

w a s  e a r n e d  o u t  in  D o n g  T h a i c o m m u n e , th e  r e se a r c h e r  h a s  r e c e iv e d  

c o n s id e r a b le  su p p o rt fro m  D H C  o f  B a  V i  d is tr ic t , fr o m  th e  P e o p le ’s  

C o m m itte e  o f  D o n g  T h a i C o m m u n e  an d  th e  te a c h e r s  o f  D o n g  T h a i L S S .

T o  p r ev en t b ia s , th e  tra in in g  fo r  stu d y  in te r v ie w e r s  in  p ro p e r  in te r v ie w  

m e th o d  or  r e - in te r v ie w in g  s o m e  sa m p le s  sh o u ld  b e  c o n d u c te d , i f  p o s s ib le ,  

to  p rev en t b ia s .
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C h e c k in g  d ata  in th e  f ie ld  d a ily  b y  th e  s u p e r v iso r  o r  r e sea rch er  is  v ery  

n e c e s sa r y  to  fou n d  o u t th e  m is ta k e .

- T im in g  is  a lso  th e  le s s o n  fo r  th e  r e sea rch er  to  lea rn , e s p e c ia l ly  w h e n  

ca rr y in g  o u t  th e  s u r v e y  in  a  c o u n tr y s id e  area . T h e  t im e  o f  farm ers  

c u lt iv a t in g  y o u n g  r ic e  or g a th e r in g  in  c r o p s  s h o u ld  b e  ta k e n  in to  

c o n s id e r a tio n .

- F o r  in -d e p th  in te r v ie w s  th ere  sh o u ld  b e  at le a s t  t w o  p e r so n s;  o n e  to  

c o n d u c t  in te r v ie w , th e  o th er  to  tak e  n o te s  an d  r e c o r d . H o w  to  f o l lo w  th e  

s p e e d  in  sp e a k in g  an d  in te r e s t  o f  r e sp o n d e n ts  i s  a n o th e r  le s s o n  th e  

r e sea rch er  h a s  lea rn ed  fro m  th is  s tu d y . A lth o u g h  fo r  in -d e p th  in te r v ie w , th e  

g u id e lin e  w a s  d e s ig n e d  b u t s o m e  t im e  r e sp o n d e n ts  w i l l  n o t  f o l lo w  it. T h e  

resea rch er  sh o u ld  k n o w  h o w  to  lis te n  a n d  h o w  to  g u id e  r e sp o n d e n ts  to  th e  

in fo r m a tio n  n e e d e d  fo r  th e  s tu d y .

4.7 -  L im itation  and  C onstrain ts:

- T h e  q u e stio n n a ir e  d e s ig n  p artly  l im ite d  th e  in fo r m a tio n  th a t th e  resea rch er  

w o u ld  c o lle c t .

In th e  fu tu re, p articu la r ly  i f  th e  resu lts  are  to  b e  g e n e r a liz e d  n a t io n w id e , th e  

n u m b er  o f  su b je c ts  sh o u ld  b e  la g er  e n o u g h  fo r  th e  n e e d  o f  a  s tu d y  sa m p le  

s iz e  to  v a lid a te  o f  th e  f in d in g .
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T h e  co n tro l gro u p  w a s  s e le c te d  from  th e  sa m e  c o m m u n e ;  th e r e fo r e , it m a y  

b e  in  e f f e c t  m a tc h in g  fo r  s o c io e c o n o m ic  sta tu s an d  cu ltu ra l c h a r a c te r is tic s . 

It sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  that th is  w a s  a  lo c a l a n a ly s is  an d  th a t a n y  n a t io n w id e  

m o d e l an d  a p p lic a tio n  w o u ld  h a v e  to  c o n s id e r  a  w id e  v a r ie ty  o f  

s o c io e c o n o m ic  an d  cu ltu ra l d if fe r e n c e s .

T h e  f ir s t  c o n stra in t  w h e n  th e  resea rch er  ca rr ied  o u t  th is  d a ta  e x e r c is e  w a s  

th e  t im e . T h e  t im e  th e  resea rch er  c o u ld  h a v e  to  d o  th is  e x e r c is e  w ith in  th e  

c o n te x t  o r  sc h e d u le  o f  h is  a c a d e m ic  w o r k  w a s  fo u r  w e e k s  fr o m  Jan u ary  19  

to  F eb ru ary  18 , 2 0 0 1 .  D u r in g  th is  t im e , p e o p le  th e  r e se a r c h e r  n e e d e d  to  

c o n ta c t  to  carry o u t  th e  e x e r c is e  sp e n t a lm o s t  t w o  w e e k s  c e le b r a te  T E T  

( N e w  Y e a r  F e s tiv a l o f  V ie tn a m ). A n d  u n e x p e c te d ly , in  th is  y e a r , a fter  

T E T  w a s  th e  t im e  fo r  fa rm ers  p la n tin g  y o u n g  r ice ; th e r e fo r e , in te r v ie w s  

w e r e  d o n e  o n ly  in  n o o n  t im e  or  e v e n in g  t im e .

T h e  w e a th e r  w a s  n o t  f in e , d r iz z lin g  ra in  an d  c o ld  w in d  c a m e  fr o m  th e  

N o r th , s o m e  d a y s  th e  tem p era tu re  w a s  d o w n  to  u n d er  10°c. T h e s e  l im ite d  

th e  in te r v ie w e r s  m o v in g  fr o m  v i l la g e  to  v i l la g e  o f  th e  in te r v ie w e r s .
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