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This experimental research aims at comparing the effectiveness of
various kinds of graphs and tables when used in precision journalism.

Variables  examined include kinds of graphs, the statistical
characteristics of the messages, message complexity and readers’
familiarity with statistical information.

The results showed that the readers recalled complex statistical
data better than simple statistical data. However, the readers were able to
recall less information from messages accompanied by graphs and tables than
from thier plain text counterparts.

Other wvariables with significant relationships with recall were
kind of graphs and readers’ familiarly with statistical information. On the
other hand, no interaction effects were found between kind of graphs and
message  complexity and  between kind of graphs and statistical
characteristics of the messages.
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