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Thesis THE CHARACTERISTICS AND ROLES OF THE BUDDHIST
ABBOTS THAT FACILITATE THE RURAL DEVELOPLLNT I

NCRTHERN POVERTY AREAS AS PERCLIVED BY LAYFEN AND

IONKS .
Name ¥r., Amnaj Buasiri
Thesis Advisor Dr. Thaweewat Pitayanon
Department Educational Rescarch
Academic Year 1984

ABSTRACT

‘The purpose of this study wes to investigate the characteristics
and the roles of Buddhist abbots that would facilitate the ruual
development in ncrthern poverty areas as pevrceived by monks, farmers
business men and government officials. The sample groups randcemly
selected were composed of 454 monks a4 1,129 houséholders. Documentary
analysis and expert interview on the research topic hud been conducted
before the research instrument was constructed to assure a content
validity of the questionnaire. Data collecction was done during 1 - 20
October, 1984, The technique of one -way analysis of variance (ANOVA)
was used in data processing, In case statistical significance was found,
the Scheffe's test method was ﬁsed in multiple comparison. The rescarch

findings were as follows:

1. The entire sample group agreed and strongly agreed in the
seventeen characteristics of Buddhist abbots that were thought to be
appropriate to the rumal development in northern poverty areas, However

when comparing the opinions of each group, it was found cut that the



ccclusiastical officials and the monks agreed in almost every
characteristics at higher level than the farmers, the business
men and the government officials. When comparing the opinions of
monk to those of householder groups, it revealed that the monks
agreed in almost every characteristics at higher level than the

householéers,

2. The entire sample group agreed and strongly agreed in
thie roles of Buddhist abbots that were thought to be appropriate to
the rural developmernt in northern poverty arecas. However, when
comparing the opinions of each group, it was found out that the
ecclesiastical officials agrecd in every role at higher level than
the others. When comparing the opinions of monk to those of householder
groups, it revealed that the monks agreed in almost every role at

higher level than the houscholders.
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