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The thesis attempts to study the adaptation of Thai policy toward
the Kampuchean problem  during the period of the Chatichai Choonhavan
government. The objective is to analyze the factor, or factors, that
influenced Thai policy towards the Kampuchean problem during the said period.
The hypothesis of this study is that the most significant factor that
determined the adaptation of Thai policy toward the Kampuchean problem is the
change of government in August 1988, when Major General (later General)
Chatichai Choonhavan replaced General Prem Tinsulanonda as prime minister.

The study found that changes in Thailand’'s external environment,
particularly rapprochement among major powers and the changes in Vietnam's
security and economic policies, as well as Thailand's longer-term domestic
political and economic changes, were necessary conditions and provided the
necessary context for the -adaptation of Thai policy toward the Kampuchean
problem during the period of the Chatichai Government. For these changes had
already taken place during the Prem Government without bringing about any
adjustment of Thailand's Kampuchean policy.

The study, however, verified the hypothesis of this thesis that the
factor which most influenced the adaptation of Thai policy toward the
| Kampuchean problem was the change of prime ministers from General Prem
Tinsulanonda to General Chatichai Choonhavan. The reason is that the new
government leader had very different ideas from those of the foreign policy
makers in the previous government concerning the immediate need to improve
relations with neighbours and resolve the Kampuchean conflict, and had both
the official authority and the personal daring, experience, and diplomatic
skills to translate those ideas into practice.
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