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The purpose of th is  research study was to investigate and compare emotional and
social behaviors of preschool children at home and at school in a v i1lage,Changwat Nakhon 
Ratchasima.The population was ten 5-6 years old preschool students.The research study was 
conducted by means of ethnographic methodology.The researcher stayed in the v illag e  using 
participant observation and interview techniques for four months,then synthesized data by 
means of domain analysis and componential analysis, and presented the findings through 
analytic description.

Findings on children's emotional behaviors were that most children openly
expressed their emotional frustration  or anger, fear,envy or jea lously , cu riosity ,joy  and 
affection . Degree of their expression depended on the ch ild 's  fee lin gs and demands which 
related with the basis of ch ild 's  rearing received as well as a d u lt's , s ib lin g 'ร or peer 
group's actions and responses. Children's social behaviors, leadership, conformity, 
cooperation, generosity, sympathy and consideration were found to be related to 
characteristics of rural society  which emphasized helping and sharing as well as 
obedience and punishment. Children's behaviors that would not be accepted by adults were 
resistance, aggression,quarrelling and sex antagonism. However, children expressed these 
behaviors according to adults' inconsistant control and negative modeling. 
Nevertheless, children's expression was not so violent to creste problems.

Comparison between children's behaviors at home and at school were found that
children's d istin ctiv e  behaviors at home were openly expressing anger and se lf-re lia n ce .  
Parents were also found to emphasize teaching children to be considerate to other people. 
Children's d istin ctive  behaviors at school were leadership,conformity and competition.
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