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The main purpose of this research project is to study the role and
function of the assistant district officer, stationing in the Lampang Province,
in the political socialization of the local villages. Acting as the state
machine in the lower hierarchical level of local administration, the assistant
district officer' have the prime responsibility in cultivating cordial
relations with the villagers so that they could obtain the cooperation,
mutual respect and allegiance from the villagers.

With respect to the study of the assistant district officer's
political attitudes which would ineitably either help to strengthen of to
obrstrucl their socializing function, the thesis reveals that majority of
them have strong faith in the democratic principle. Accordingly, they
sincerely beylieve in the merit, necessity and suitability of installing the
democratic government in Thailand.

As for the role of the assistant district officer in the socialization
of democratic discipline to the villagers, the research finds out that it
functions rather periodically depending upon the intensity and frequency of
the democratic programs they have to be in charged year-round. Despite the
facts that the assistant district officer have uphold the democratic
principles themselves while at the same time they can well recruit the

villagers, cooperation in public works, they s till can not indoctrinate and
effictively socialize and democratize them to democratically -exercise their
rights and duties especialy in voting. Therefore, the study concludes that

the measures for the deputy district officers, to accomplish their function
as the government's socializing agent of democracy in local administration
is to engage in the democratic socialization programs for year-round in the
forceful and meanigful way.
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