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The purpose of this study is to investigate socio-economic and
demographic factors affecting desired family size among Thai muslim women in
the four southern provinces. The data in this investigation are obtained
from two different sources, "The Third Round of the Thailand" Contraceptive
Prevalence Survey (CPS3)" and "The Evaluation of the Family Planning
Programme in Four Southern Provinces in Thailand". The former covers 468
sampled women and the latter covers 39 women. In both surveys, the sampled
women are 15-49 years old, currently married and live in the rural areas.

The analyses from the two surveys reveal similar results. Generally,
it is found that demographic factors including number of living children,
duration of marriage, age of women and age at first marriage affect desired
family size of muslim women. Those having higher number of living children
and longer duration of marriage tend to have higher desired number of
children. In addition, older women and younger age at first marriage tend to
indicate higher number of desired number of children than younger women and
higher age at first marriage.

However, it is found that socio-economic factors do not have any
impact on desired family size among muslim women. Specifically, differences 1
in occupations, levels of education, knowledge of contraceptive methods and
religious belief towards family planning do not result in differences in
desired family size.

Results from multiple regression analysis based on data from CPS3
reveal that number of living children has the greatest impact on desired
family size among muslim women, other variables including duration of
marriage, age at first marriage, knowledge of contraceptive methods and number
of dead children are less significant. The analysis based on data from the
Evaluation Survey, on the other hand, reveals that only the number of living
children has a significant impact on desired number of children, other
variables do not have any significant impact.

Further research in this area should put more emphasis on the indepth
study of fertility behavior among muslim women. Such study will help us to
gain more understanding about the issue at hands and that its outcomes will
be useful for policy implications.
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