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The purpose of this study was to compare the English reading
comprehension of mathayom suksa five students reading the passages with
different levels of prior knowledge and topic interest. The subjects
consisted of 64 niathayom suksa five students in the academic year of 1988.
They were stratified and randomly selected from eight secondary schools in
Bangkok Metropolis. After completing the interest inventory and prior
knowledge test, each student read four passages and took comprehension tests
according to their various levels of prior knowledge and topic interest.
The obtained data were analyzed by repeated measure two-way analysis of
variance. The results of the study were as follows:

1. There was a statistically significant difference in reading
comprehension of students with high prior knowledge and low prior knowledge
at the .001 level.

2. There was a statistically significant difference in reading
comprehension of students with high topic interest and low topic interest
at the .001 level.

3. There was a statistically significant interaction between prior
knowledge and topic interest on English reading comprehension at the .001
level.
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