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The objective of this research is to study the meaning and types of multimedia, the substance or type of the works
comprising the multimedia work, the application and use of multimedia, the applicability of copyright laws to multimedia work and
its effect to the creation of multimedia, the form of copyright in multimedia work, the type of person who should be protected,
the rights accorded to the copyright owner in multimedia work, the principle for licensing, the copyright infringement and
exception thereof, as well as various problems arising from such application of laws both in the United States and Thailand and
proposed resolution for those problems using documentary research method.

*

»

The research reveals that multimedia means a work which is presented by mixing at least 2 types of media such as
letters or words, voice, video, graphic, motion picture and picture, etc. Such media uses computer technology to change the form
of general data from analog to digital with a main characteristic of being able to interact with the use

As for the question whether multimedia is a work under copyright protection, there are 2 schools of thoughts, i.e.

1. Multimedia is a development of media an is considered as a means to present a work by using new technology
to which the existing copyright laws are applicable. The justification of this thought is that each type of work comprising
multimedia is already protected by the laws.

2. Multimedia is a new copyrighted work distinguishable from the existing works regardless of whether such
existing works are under copyright protection. The work may emerge from a joint creation or from gathering of assembling
different type of work. "This thought prevails in the United States and in Thailand.

recognizing the first thought, 2 question to be considered is the accuracy in applying the existing copyright laws
as Thai legal principle does not acknowledge the work with an interactive feature. Therefore, in order to avoid the problems of
legal application, Thai copyright law should be amended specifically with respect to the protected work under Article 6 by adding
an expression “regardless of its ability to interact with the user”. This thought exists only in Thailand.

The latter thought possesses an idea that copyright laws, despite their applicability to the multimedia work, are not
sufficiently clear and necessitate amendments to several provisions, i.e. an amendment to the definition provision by adding a
definition of multimedia, copyright owner, right holder, joint creator, a clarification of the provision in Article 6 by adding the term
“multimedia”, an addition of the term “multimedia” to Article 15(3). Also, Article 16 should provide for a licensing formality
whereby a licensing is required to be in writing signed by the licenser and the licensee, in addition, an amendment should be
made to the copyright law by setting forth the rights and obligations among the joint creators and between the joint creators and
the third party and by introducing a central organization or agency, which shall be responsible for controlling and overseeing
specially the matter relation to multimedia, whose authorities and duties should also be clearly specified by the law.
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