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# # 6181098624 : MAJOR PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

KEYWORD:
Apichaya Panprom : The Problems of the Repatriation of Detainees under the control
of the Immigration Detention Center,Sub-Division 3, Crime Investigation Division,

Immigration Bureau. Advisor: SIRIMA THONGSAWANG, Ph.D.

Thailand’s Immigration Detention Center has a large number of unreturnable migrants,
leading to budgetary problems, declining detainee health, monitoring issues and a poor
organizational image. This research aims to explore domestic and international regulations or
policies focused on repatriation. It envisages the challenges of repatriation and proposes
recommendations for policy development regarding detainee management and repatriation. This
study employed qualitative research methods, including government documents, in-depth
interviews and observations. According to Thai Immigration Law, the Immigration Bureau is
required to comply with the policy that detainees shall be returned to their country of origin.
Regarding repatriation practices, it was found that the majority of Asian and African countries had
limitations with facilitating repatriation. However, European and North American countries are
capable of offering repatriation assistance. As Thailand has ratified international human rights
treaties in which the principle of non-refoulement applies, the Regulation of the Office of the
Prime Minister on the Screening of Aliens who Enter into the Kingdom and are Unable to Return
to the Country of Origin B.E.2562 has been enacted; nevertheless, this policy is still in the
preparation stage and has only been enforced regarding refugees without any other policies or
regulations to provide repatriation assistance. Regarding these challenges, it appears that political
conflict, the political system and good governance of the country of origin have contributed to
the success with repatriation. Therefore, it is recommended to expedite board meetings, to
propose regulatory amendments and to establish shelter for the migrants. Finally, the
government should initiate bilateral agreement with detainees’ countries of origin to forge

sustainable solutions.

Field of Study: Public Administration Student's Signature ......c.cccoeovvevniennns

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature ........ccooeveveercennn.
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