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Questionnaire on universal precaution and infectious waste management.

Interview date

Dear Sir/madam,
I would appreciate if you could kindly answer the following questions. 

Your genuine opinion and views will help this study. The information from this will be 
utilized only for this study and your answers will be kept confidential. The purpose of 
the study is to find gaps in knowledge, attitude and behavior of health care workers in 
infectious waste management through this questionnaire. The professionals (Doctors, 
Dentists, Nurses and Technicians) will answer the questions at home and return the 
forms to the researcher next day. The Auxiliary staff will be interviewed by trained 
interviewers.

Part I Socio-Demographic. Please tick V for your answer.

1. Age in years..................................

2. Sex □  1 Male □  2 Female

3. Your education level (mark V any one that apply only)

1. Secondary level (class xii) and below
2. Higher secondary (class xn passed)
3. Diploma

4. Bachelor’s degree
5. Master’s degree
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4 . J o b  c a t e g o r y  ( t i c k  V o n e  o n ly )

1. A u x i l ia r y  s t a f f  (w a r d  b o y s  a n d  s a n ita r y  p e r s o n n e l )
2 . T e c h n ic ia n  ( la b o r a to r y , d e n ta l ,  p h a r m a c y , e y e ,  E N T , O T , p h y s io t h e r a p y  a n d  r a d io lo g y )

3 . N u r s e
4 . D o c t o r  ( d o c t o r ,  s p e c ia l i s t s  a n d  d e n t i s t s )

5 . O t h e r s  ( p l e a s e  s p e c i f y ) .........................................................

5 . H a v e  y o u  b e e n  trained in  in f e c t io u s  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t ?

1. N e v e r

2 . O n c e
3 . M o r e  th a n  o n c e

6 . H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  w o r k in g  in  h o s p i t a l ? .................. Y e a r s /m o n t h s
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Part II Knowledge 0 0  universal precaution and infectious waste management. 
Questions 7-16.

P le a s e  s e l e c t  a n d  t i c k  V one best answer fo r  e a c h  q u e s t io n .

7 . W h ic h  o f  th e  f o l l o w i n g  w a s t e  is  not in f e c t io u s ?

1. B l o o d  a n d  b lo o d  p r o d u c t s

2 .  U s e d  n e e d l e s  a n d  s y r in g e s

3 . I t e m s  w h i c h  h a d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  p a t ie n t s
4 .  L e f t  o v e r  f o o d s ,  fr u it  p e e l s ,  v e g e t a b l e s  a n d  p a p e r s

8 . H o s p it a l  w a s t e  i s  different fr o m  h o u s e h o l d  w a s t e s  b e c a u s e .................

1 . W a s t e s  p r o d u c e d  i s  m a s s i v e  in  a m o u n t
2 . W a s t e s  a r e  c o n t a m in a t e d  w i t h  in f e c t io u s  m a t e r ia ls  a n d  a ls o  c o n t a in  h a z a r d o u s  

m a t e r ia ls .
3 .  W a s t e s  c o n t a in s  v a r io u s  t y p e s  o f  m a t e r ia ls

4 .  W a s t e s  m a t e r ia ls  d e c a y  e a s i l y

9 . B e f o r e  t r a n s p o r t in g  i n f e c t io u s  w a s t e s  fr o m  t h e  w a r d s  to  th e  h o s p it a l  w a s t e  s to r e  

r o o m , o n e  o f  th e  f o l l o w i n g  n e e d s  to  b e  done.

1. W a s t e  b a g  s h o u ld  b e  f i r m ly  c l o s e d  w h e n  3 / 4 th fu ll .
2 .  W a s t e  b a g  i s  c l o s e d  f ir m ly  w h e n  it  i s  fu l l .
3 .  W a s t e  b a g  i s  c l o s e d  f ir m ly  w h e n  it  i s  h a l f  f u l l
4 .  W a s t e  b a g  i s  c l o s e d  a f te r  p u s h in g  a s  m u c h  w a s t e  a s  p o s s i b l e  in to  t h e  b a g .
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10. T h e  correct way o f  c a r r y in g  th e  in f e c t io u s  w a s t e  b a g s  fr o m  th e  w a r d s  to  th e  

c a r t  i s .........................

1. L i f t  th e  b a g  a t th e  to p  a n d  c a r r y  it  s a f e l y  to  th e  ca r t w i t h o u t  d r a g g in g .

2 .  C a t c h  th e  b a g  a t th e  to p  a n d  d r a g  it  t i l l  t h e  ca rt.
3 .  L i f t  a n d  h o ld  th e  b a g  b e t w e e n  t h e  a r m s  a n d  th e  c h e s t .

4 .  L i f t  a n d  c a r r y  th e  b a g s  o n  th e  t o p  o f  y o u r  h e a d .

1 1 . T h e  c a r t th a t  i s  u s e d  fo r  c a r r y in g  i n f e c t io u s  w a s t e  i s ....................

1. W a s h e d  e v e r y  d a y  a f te r  w o r k .
2 . W a s h e d  o n c e  a  w e e k .

3 . W a s h e d  o n l y  w h e n  it  i s  d ir ty .

4 .  N o t  w a s h e d  a s  it  i s  u s e d  to  c a r r y  w a s t e s  a n y w a y .

1 2 . I f  th e r e  i s  fallout ( s p i l l )  o f  i n f e c t io u s  w a s t e ,  w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  d o ?

1. L e a v e  it  th e r e  a s  s o m e  o n e  w i l l  d o  t h e  c l e a n i n g  la te r  w h e n  th e r e  i s  t im e .

2 .  P ic k u p  t h e  w a s t e  c a r e f u l ly  a n d  c o n t in u e  th e  w o r k  th a t  y o u  w e r e  d o in g .
3 .  P ic k u p  t h e  w a s t e ,  p o u r  d i s in f e c t a n t  a n d  c l e a n  t h e  a r e a  w i t h  w a t e r  a f te r  Vi a n  h o u r .
4 .  P ic k u p  t h e  w a s t e  a n d  c l e a n  t h e  a r e a  i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h  w a te r .

1 3 . T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o t e c t iv e  e q u ip m e n t  a r e  required b e f o r e  h a n d l in g  in f e c t io u s
W a s t e  e x c e p t ....................

1 . T h ic k  s t r o n g  r u b b e r  g lo v e s .
2 .  P la s t i c  a p r o n
3 . G u m  b o o t s
4 .  T h ic k  w h i t e  s h ir t
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1 4 . A f t e r  th e  in f e c t io u s  w a s t e  b a g s  a r e  r e m o v e d  fr o m  w a r d s ,  it  c a n  b e  stored..

1. W h e r e  e v e r  th e r e  i s  s p a c e  w i t h in  h o s p it a l  f a c i l i t y .

2 .  N e a r  th e  w a r d s  s a f e  fr o m  d o g s .
3 . In  a  d e s ig n a t e d  s a f e  a r e a  in s id e  th e  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y .
4 . J u s t  o u t s i d e  th e  h o s p it a l  b o u n d a r y  w a l l .

1 5 . I n f e c t io u s  w a s t e s  a re  m a d e  n o n -  in f e c t io u s  b y  a n y  o f  t h e s e  m e t h o d s  e x c e p t
b y ...........( t i c k  V the wrong one).

1. I n c in e r a t io n .
2 .  C h e m ic a l  d i s in f e c t io n .
3 .  A u t o c l a v in g .

4 .  F e r m e n ta t io n .

16. P e o p l e  w h o  a r e  at risk o f  in f e c t io n  f r o m  in f e c t io u s  w a s t e  a r e .........................

1 . D o c t o r s ,  d e n t i s t s  a n d  n u r s e s .
2 .  T e c h n ic ia n s ,  w a r d  b o y s  a n d  s w e e p e r s .

3 . A l l  o f  a b o v e

4 . N o n e  o f  a b o v e
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Part III. Attitude towards infectious waste management.
Please read the statements and mark V on the best answer according to your attitude.
SI.
No

Statement Strongly
Agree

5

Agree

4

Neutral

3

Disagree

2

Strongly
Disagree

1
17 Health workers have crucial 

role in the proper management 
of infectious wastes.

18 Having different waste bags 
for different category of 
wastes makes your work 
difficult

19 Needle should be recapped 
before throwing in the sharps 
container.

20 It is necessary to wear gloves 
before handling infectious 
wastes.

21 The cart used for carrying 
infectious waste can be 
cleaned and used for carrying 
other things too.

22 The cart for carrying 
infectious waste should be 
cleaned daily after work

23 Closing the infectious waste 
bags when 3/4th full will make 
your working environment 
safer.

24 Infectious waste should be 
transported through the 
shortest and safest possible 
route.

25 The transport route of 
infectious waste should be 
well known among the 
hospital staff.

26 Infectious wastes can be 
stored where ever there is 
space in the hospital.
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Part IV Behavior in infectious waste management.
Please read the statements and mark V on the best answer of your choice.
Sl.no. Statement Always

5
Often

4
Sometimes

3
Seldom

2
Never

1
27 You wear gloves before 

handling patients and 
infectious wastes.

28 In emergency situations, you 
forget to wear personal 
protective measures.

29 You recap needles after use 
and then throw in the sharps 
container.

30 You wash your hands after 
handling patients or infectious 
wastes.

31 You close the infectious waste 
bags when 3/4th full.

32 You drag the infectious waste 
bags while transporting from 
ward to the cart.

33 You are careful when walking 
on the route meant for 
transport of infectious wastes.

34 You make sure that the 
infectious waste bag is not 
tom or punctured before 
transportation to the store.

35 After fall out (spill) of 
infectious waste, you pickup 
the waste and throw it in the 
infectious waste bag, disinfect 
and clean the area.

36 You report accidental injuries 
sustained during handling of 
patients or infectious wastes.
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Part V It consists of two sections, Policy and deployment of policy, and 
recommendations.

Section A. Policy and deployment of policy on infectious waste management.

Please read the statements and mark V on the best answer according to your perception. 
The rating numbers have following meaning:

1 least important
2 less important
3 neutral
4 important
5 very important
SI.
No.

Statement 1 2 3 4 5

37 How important it is to you legislation on the hospital waste 
management?

38 How important is infectious waste management policy of 
the hospital to you?

39 How important is a manual/guideline on infectious waste 
management?

40 How important is waste management team for the hospital?
Deployment of policy X X X X X

41 How important is clearly defined procedures for collection 
and handling of infectious wastes ?

42 How important it is to include waste management 
responsibilities in your job description?

43 How important is waste management training to you?

44 How important is availability of personal protective 
equipment for you?

45 How important is availability of red plastic bags for 
infectious waste and yellow box for sharps for proper 
management of infectious waste?
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Section B. Please give two important recommendations for proper management of 
infectious waste.

46...................................................................................................................................

47

Signature and date. 
Interviewee/interviewer.
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