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The purposes of this study are t0 examine and compare the perception and the attitude about
freedom of'the press among three groups the practitioners, the politicians and the public. The study was
designed to collect data by surveying the views of 80 practitioners of 10 newspapers, 60 politicians who

1were elected in the 17 November 1996 election , and 100 newspeper readers as the public group.

It was found that all three groups had similar perception about freedom of the press in the
positive and negative ways. They all agreed till/ freedom of the press needed to be limited by laws and
professional conducts in the condition that regulations must not obstruct the role of the press. All the three
groups also disagreed in using freedom of the press to harm good values, traditions, cultures and religions
of the society, including the security of State. While other groups endorsed the measure of self-control, the
politicians, however, supported governmental organizations to control the press’ role. Moreover, they
1warned the press should be seriously recognized the private right.

In addition, it was found that the practitioners, the politicians and the public had the
statistically significant differences (at .05 level) about attitudes on freedom of the press in terms of free
.communication. The practitioners as being speaker had more positive attitude about freedom of expression
than the politicians and the public, corresponding to the setting hypothesis. On the other hand, the public
and the politicians as being listeners had more positive attitude about the freedom to receive more quality

information than the practitioners.
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