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The main purpose of this research was to study viewpoints of curriculum 
development experts and art educators concerning the trends of art education curriculum at 
the lower secondary education level in the next decade (1 9 9 8 - 2 0 0 7 )  in the aspects of 
characteristics and importance of the curriculum, objectives, structure, instructional models, 
instructional media,and measurement and evaluation. The research technique employed was 
the Delphi technique. The instruments utilized for data collection were open-ended  
questionnaires and rating scales which analyzed by mean of medians, modes and inter-quartile 
range.

The research findings revealed that in the next decade the trend of art education 
curriculum would be diversified in contents, the instructional process would be more responsive 
to the needs of learners and the communities, aiming for learners to have adequate knowledge 
and understanding of major art fundamentals, p o ssess  good imagination and creative thinking, 
be able to choose and apply information technology for creating art works, have aesthetics and 
realize the value of art and Thai wisdom related to life, the society, nature and the 
environment; the curriculum structure would consist of compulsory and elective contents 
which allowing learners to choose to study in accordance with their aptitudes and interests; 
the instruction would emphasize learners as the centre of learning, encouraging analysis and 
rational criticism, linking multi-disciplinary contents, inserting the inculcation of good moral 
ethics, emphasizing the uses of authentic materials in the localities; videotapes and computer- 
assisted instruction programmes would play more considerable role in the teaching-learning 
process; measurement and evaluation instruments would be diverse, covering the cognitive, 
affective and psychomotor domains, attaching more importance to the work process rather than 
on the products, emphasizing actual practices through preparing portfolios, evaluation 
instruments should be various,criterion-reference evaluations would be prefered, and the 
criteria used would be flexible.
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