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This study investigates the availability of maps in state university
libraries in Thailand, and the operation of maps including administration,
technical support and services. It will point out problems and obstacles of
such operations in state university libraries, and provides suggestions to
overcome them.

The study has found that the maps that are available in most
libraries are flat maps and globes. The majority of libraries locate the maps
with audio-visual materials. Storage space and services are not provided
separately. Equipment and materials used are envelopes, photocopying machines,
and horizontal steel map cabinets. None of the libraries allocates budget
specifically for maps. Most of the maps are acquired through gifts. Most of
the libraries register and prepare card catalogues using mainly the Anglo-
American Cataloguing Rules (2 nd. edition). Maps are stored by placing in
horizonal map cabinets. As far as services are concerned, reference service,
lending for use in the library, and photocopying service are available in
every library.

Most libraries have only few problems in the operation of maps
while some have moderate problems. The suggestion most offered is that there
should be a compilation of the titles of all the maps in state university
libraries or a union catalogue of maps should be published. Maps should be
stored at libraries.
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