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(A COMPARATIVE COST AND RETURN ON INVESTMENT OF SHOW
PEA CULTIVATION FOR THREE SEASONS IN PHETCHABOON PROVINCE)
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NOW PEA CULTIVATION FOR THREE SEASONS IN PHETCHABOON PROVINCE.
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. The study of the cost and return on investment from snow Rea
cultivation during the three croplnéq seasons In_Phetchaboon. Eighty samples
were taken. from growers in Tambol Campsone and Tambol Thung-sa-mor 1n the
Khoakhg District, where are the large snow pea growing area of Phetchaboon. |
Purposive sampling technigque was applied to choose 20”farmers_holding one rai,

olding two ral, 20 with three rai and 20 with_four rai. The survey was
carried out hetween November 1986 to November 1987.

Production_costs vary from Baht 22,099,00 to Baht 24.031.00 and Baht
27,435.61 per rai in the winter, summer and rainy seasons, respectively.
The differences are due to weeding costs. The analysis shows that the rate of
returns on investment, when it waS measured by net cash returns, is having a
net loss of 8.12 percent per rai in the winter. In the summer and. the rainy
season net cash returns are 0.33 and 23.41 percent per rai respectively.
Farmers, however, encounter net losses of 13.25 and 6.37 percent in the winter
and the summer, respe_ctlveIX when own-laber 15 not netted out. . The figure
for the rainy season is 16.25 percent. Operating ratios per rai for the three
seasons are 127.82, 118.84 and 92.87 percent, respectively. For corresponding
seasons, fixed ratio per rai are 2.74, 2.46 and 1.56 and Qross ratios per rai
are 130,56, 121.30 and 94.43 percent,  Economic returns, measured in terms of
rates of returns over cost, are -23.40, -17.56 and 5.90 percent per rai, for
the winter, the summer and the ralng/ seasons, respectively. Excess profit
over costs per ral are -21.31, -15.53 and 7.55 percent, respectively. _ .
All these figures indicate h|%her rate of return for the rainy crop. This
pa%tertn of returns can be seen every year. [Its variant depends, therefore, on
output prices.

Three important inter-related problems are present in the production
of snow pea. First, a lack of management skills 1s examplified In soil
conservation, monocropping practices, water and pest management. . Second,
production costs are infldted. Third, the marketln(t; problem destines farmers
to sell their output at price levels determined by the merchants.
Recommendations for solving these problems are that academic knowledge
concernln? est management and harvesting that should be given to thé farmers;
that low Toans interést should be called” for; and that agricultural cooperative
should be set up to assist the credit and marketing management of the farmers.
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