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The purpose o f th is  research  were to study the d e c is io n  making a b i l i t y  
and moral reasoning o f  nurse ad m in istra to rs; to compare an a b i l i t y  o f  d ec is io n  
making, moral reasoning o f nurse a d m in istra tors c la s s i f i e d  by a d m in istra tiv e  
exp erien ces and ed u cation al l e v e ls ;  and to search for a r e la t io n sh ip  between 
th e ir  d e c is io n  making a b i l i t y  and th e ir  moral reasoning. One hundred and 
n in ty  four nurse ad m in istrators were se le c te d  by s t r a t i f i e d  random sampling 
method. The research  instrum ents were the q uestionn aire concerning d ec is io n  
making a b i l i t y  and R e s t’s D efin ing  I s su e s  Test on moral reasoning  which had 
been te s te d  for content v a l id i t y  and in te r n a l r e l i a b i l i t y .  T -te s t  and 
P earson 's c o r r e la tio n a l c o e f f ic ie n t  were used to analyze d ata . R esu lts  of 
the study in d ica ted  that:

1 . Nurse adm in istrators showed high le v e l  o f the d e c is io n  making
a b i l i t y .

2 . M ajority o f nurse ad m in istra to rs demonstrated moral reasoning a t  
the A, the th ird  and the fourth  sta g e  r e s p e c t iv e ly , which meant "conventional 
le v e l"  and the A meant "A ntiestab lishm ent o r ie n ta tio n " . None o f them were
a t  the s ta g e s  o f 5A, 5B, and 6 which were the stage o f  P r in c ip led  le v e l  and 
U n iversa l e th ic a l  p r in c ip le s .

3 . There were no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e s  in  the 
d e c is io n  making a b i l i t y  and in  moral reasoning le v e l  o f  nurse a d m in istra tors  
c la s s i f i e d  by a d m in istra tive  exp erien ces and educational l e v e l s .

4. I t  was no r e la tio n sh ip  between d ec is io n  making a b i l i t y  and moral 
reasoning o f nurse a d m in istra tors.

RUCHIRA INDRATULA ะ A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DECISION MAKING ABILITY AND
MORAL REASONING OF NURSE ADMINISTRATORS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSoî PROF.
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