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: The purpose of this research were to study the decision making abiljty
and moral reasoning of nurse administrators; to compare an ability of decision
making, moral reasomntg of nurse administrators classified by administrative
experfences. and educafional levels; and to search for a relationship between
their decision making apility and their moral reasoning,. One hundred and
ninty four nurse adninistrators were selected by stratified random sampling
method. The research instruments were the_guestionnaire concerning decision
makm% ability and Rest’s Defining Issues Test on.moral reasoning which had
been Tested for content validity and internal reliability. T-test and
Pearson's correlational coefficient were used to analyze” data. Results of
the study indicated that:

1. Nurse administrators showed high level of the decision making

ability.

2. Majority of nurse administrators demonstrated moral reasoning at
the A, the third and the fourth stage respectively, which meant "convenfional
level” and the A meant "Antiestablishment orientation™. Nong of them were
at the stages of 5A, 5B, and 6 which were the stage of Principled level and
Universal ethical principles.

.. 3. There were no statistically significant differences in_ the
decision maklng ab,ll_lt%/ and in moral reasoning level of nurse administrators
classified by administrative experiences and educational levels.

4. It was no relationship between decision making ability and moral
reasoning of nurse administrators.
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