
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION

1.1 B a ck g ro u n d  to th e  S tu d y

T h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  c a p i ta l i s t  w o r ld  is  u n e q u a l ly  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  th e re  a re  
e c o n o m ic  g a p s  a t a ll  d if f e r e n t  le v e ls ,  r e g io n a l ly  o r  lo c a l ly . In  th is  c o n s u m e r is t  s y s te m  
c a p i ta l  a c c u m u la t io n  a n d  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  a re  c e n tr a l  to  th e  s y s te m . It is  in e v i ta b le  
th a t  th e  s t r a t i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  s y s te m  o c c u rs ,  s in c e  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  r e q u ire s  th e  
c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  p ro d u c t iv e  r e s o u rc e s  in  s o m e  p a r t ic u la r  a r e a  o f  th e  s y s te m , w h ic h  is 
c a l le d  th e  “ c e n t r e ” . T h e  c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  c e n tre ,  w h e re  c a p i ta l ,  te c h n o lo g y , 
m a n a g e m e n t  s k il ls ,  la b o r  a n d  n a tu r a l  r e s o u rc e s  a re  c o n c e n t r a te d  a n d  a c c u m u la te d ,  
n e c e s s i ta te s  th e  t r a n s fo rm a t io n  o f  o th e r  re g io n s ,  f ro m  w h e re  th e s e  r e s o u rc e s  a re  
d ra w n . T h e s e  re g io n s  a re  c a l le d  th e  “ p e r ip h e r y ” , s in c e  th e s e  a re a s  a re  o f te n  tu rn e d  
in to  s c a r c e ly  p o p u la te d  a n d  e c o lo g ic a l ly  d e v a s ta te d  a re a s  w h e re  c o m m u n ity  l ife  h a s  
b e e n  d e s tr o y e d  (N is h ik a w a  2 0 0 4 , p  8 9 ).

N a tu ra l  r e s o u rc e s  a re  o f te n  s e e n  a s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  a s s e ts  th a t  
c o n tr ib u te  to  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th . T h e  T h a i- K a re n  p e o p le  h a v e  in h a b i te d  th e  ru ra l  
m o u n ta in o u s  a re a s  in  th e  n o r th w e s te rn  T h a ila n d , th e  a re a s  w h e re  r ic h  fo re s ts  a n d  
n a tu r a l  r e s o u rc e s  o f  T h a ila n d  a re  s i tu a te d . T h e  v i l la g e r s  w h o  l iv e  c lo s e  to  r ic h  fo re s t  
o f te n  fa il  to  t r a n s f o r m  th a t  r ic h n e s s  in to  th e ir  o w n  e c o n o m ic  w e l l- b e in g . A l th o u g h  th e  
fo re s t  r e s o u rc e s  a re  b e c o m in g  ra re  a n d  th e ir  e c o n o m ic  v a lu e  is  r is in g ,  p e o p le  l iv in g  
c lo s e  to  th e  fo re s t  r e m a in  p o o r  (S a to ,  1 9 9 7 ).

T h e  e x is t in g  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  T h a i la n d  s h a ll  n o w  b e  r e v ie w e d  fo r  
th e  ru ra l  a n d  p e r ip h e ra l  a re a s  o f  th e  c o u n try  w h e re  m o s t  o f  th e  h i l l  t r ib e  a n d  K a re n  
p e o p le  l iv e . T h e re  a re  d e v e lo p m e n t  p ro g ra m s  a n d  p ro je c ts  s u c h  a s  c a s h  c ro p s  
p ro d u c t io n ,  w h ic h  h a v e  s u b s t i tu te d  s u b s ta n c e  a g r ic u ltu ra l  f a rm in g  in  th e  ru ra l  a re a s . 
T h e  d r iv in g  fo rc e  o f  th e  ra p id  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  in  T h a i la n d  d u r in g  th e  1 9 6 0 s  a n d  
1 9 7 0 s  w a s  th e  s ta te  p ro p a g a te d  th e  d iv e r s i f ic a t io n  o f  c a s h  c ro p p in g  f o r  th e  w o r ld  
m a rk e t  in  c o m b in a t io n  w ith  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l  a re a s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  fo re s t



2

a re a s , a n d  in  th e  e a r ly  1 9 8 0 s  th e  fo re s t  c o v e r  w a s  o f f ic ia l ly  e s t im a te d  a t  le s s  th a n  o n e  
th i rd  o f  th e  to ta l  la n d  a re a  a n d  d e fo re s ta t io n  w a s  in c re a s in g ly  p e r c e iv e d  a s  a  p ro b le m  
(B u e rg in  2 0 0 2 , p p  3 -4 ).

T h e s e  d e v e lo p m e n t  p ro g ra m s  h a v e  a ls o  in c lu d e d  th e  e x t r a c t io n  o f  n a tu ra l  
r e s o u rc e s  in  th e  ru ra l  a re a s , a n d  th e  b u ild in g  o f  p a rk s  a n d  w ild l if e  s a n c tu a r ie s  in  th e  
a re a s  w h e re  K a re n  p e o p le  a n d  o th e r  h il l  t r ib e s  h a v e  l iv e d  fo r  y e a rs . B u e rg in  (2 0 0 2 )  
s ta te d  th a t ,  a b o u t  3 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  a re  l iv in g  in  T h u n g  Y a i N a r e s u a n  W ild l if e  S a n c tu a ry  
a n d  th e y  a re  a lm o s t  e x c lu s iv e ly  e th n ic  P w o  K a re n , b o m  p re d o m in a n t ly  in  T h a ila n d , 
m o s t  o f  th e m  w ith in  th e  s a n c tu a ry . T h e  f ir s t  w r i t te n  h is to r ic  r e f e re n c e s  to  th e ir  
r e s id e n c e  in  T h u n g  Y a i m a y  b e  fo u n d  in  T h a i  c h ro n ic le s  o f  th e  18 th c e n tu ry .  W h e n  
T h u n g  Y a i N a r e s u a n  W ild l if e  S a n c tu a ry  w a s  d e c la re d  a  N a t io n a l  W o r ld  H e r i ta g e  S ite  
in  1 9 9 1 , th e  K a re n  w e re  o n ly  p e rc e iv e d  a s  a  d is ru p t iv e  f a c to r  (B u e rg in  2 0 0 2 , p p  7 -2 0 )

T h e  n a tu r a l  r e s o u rc e s  e x t r a c t io n  p ro je c t  o f  P a d a e n g  m in in g  in d u s try  h a s  
c a u s e d  m a n y  lo c a l  T h a i  a n d  K a re n  fa rm e rs  in  M a e  S o t d is t r ic t  to  a b a n d o n  th e ir  f a rm s  
s in c e  2 0 0 4 . I t  w a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  c h e m ic a l  s p i l lo v e r s  o f  th e  m in in g  f lo w in g  to  th e  
fa rm s  th a t  a re  n o w  p r o h ib i te d  to  g ro w  r ic e  a n d  o th e r  v e g e ta b le s  a s  c o n s u m in g  c ro p s  
f ro m  th e s e  f a rm s  w ill  c a u s e  c h e m ic a l  r e la te d  d is e a s e  (s e e  p ic tu re  o f  th e  a f f e c te d  fa rm s  
in  th e  a t ta c h m e n t  B ). T h e  T ro u b le d  C o m p a n y  R e p o r t e r - A s ia  P a c if ic  N e w s le t te r  
T C R A P  (2 0 0 0 )  p o s te d  a n  a r t ic le  o f  th e  B a n g k o k  P o s t  (2 0 0 0 ) ,  th a t  P a d a e n g  In d u s try  
P L C , th e  c o u n try 's  so le  z in c - s m e l te r  o p e ra to r ,  a p p lie d  fo r  th e  n e w  c o n c e s s io n  in  19 98  
to  m in e  z in c  o re  o n  a  n e w  tr a c t  a d ja c e n t  to  its  e x is t in g  o n e s  in  M a e  S o t, T a k  
p ro v in c e .  A s  th e  n e w  tr a c t  is  lo c a te d  in  a  g ra d e  A  w a te r s h e d , th e  m in is t r y  w a s  
c o n c e rn e d  th a t  th e  a p p ro v a l  m a y  t r ig g e r  p ro te s ts  b y  c o n s e rv a t io n is t s .  T h e  n e w  m in e , 
c o v e r in g  3 0 0  ra i , w o u ld  e n a b le  P a d a e n g  to  p ro d u c e  1 3 8 ,0 0 0  to n s  o f  z in c  o re  a n d  e a rn  
6 .4 5 5  b i l l io n  b a h t,  w i th  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  c o l le c t in g  161 m i l l io n  b a h t  in  ro y a l t ie s .  A  
s e n io r  o f f ic ia l  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  M in e ra l  R e s o u rc e s  s a id  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  h a d  
a p p ro v e d  P a d a e n g 's  r e q u e s t  fo r  th e  c o n c e s s io n ,  p r im a r i ly  fo r  t e c h n ic a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  
re a s o n s ,  a n d  h a d  s u b m itte d  it to  In d u s t ry  M in is t ry  fo r  fu r th e r  a p p ro v a l .  F u r th e rm o re ,  
th e  d e p a r tm e n t 's  a p p ro v a l  w a s  a ls o  b a s e d  o n  e c o n o m ic  r e a s o n s  a s  d e m a n d  fo r  z in c  
w a s  r i s in g  a n d  th e  c o m p a n y 's  p r o d u c t io n  w o u ld  h e lp  r e d u c e  th e  c o u n try 's  t r a d e  d e f ic i t ,
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h e  sa id . T h e  c o m p a n y  w a s  a ls o  s e e k in g  n e w  s tr a te g ic  p a r tn e r s  to  b o o s t  its  l iq u id i ty  
a n d  e x p a n d  its  b u s in e s s  (B a n g k o k  P o s t  2 7 -J a n -2 0 0 0 ) .

N o tw i th s ta n d in g  s u c h  d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o je c ts ,  th e  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  o f  m a n y  
lo c a l  T h a i- K a r e n  c o m m u n it ie s  h a s  n o t  y e t  a c h ie v e d  its  o v e ra l l  d e v e lo p m e n t.  D e s p ite  
th e  fa c t  th a t  th r o u g h o u t  T h a i l a n d ’s p e r ip h e r y  m a n y  r e m o te  ru ra l  a re a s  re m a in  
u n d e r d e v e lo p e d  w ith  a  la c k  o f  p r o p e r  in f r a s tru c tu re  a n d  s o c ia l  w e l f a re  s u c h  as  h e a l th  
c a re  a n d  e d u c a t io n  f a c i l i t ie s ,  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  c o n tin u e s  to  d e v e lo p  th e  c o u n t r y ’s 
c e n tr e  - B a n g k o k  a n d  its  v ic in i ty  - to  b e c o m e  th e  h u b  o f  r e g io n a l  n e tw o r k s  o f  S o u th  
E a s t  A s ia  c o u n tr ie s .  T h is  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  d o e s  b y  lo c a t in g  m o s t  f a c i l i t ie s ,  
in f r a s t ru c tu re s ,  m e a n s  o f  b u s in e s s ,  e c o n o m ic ,  s o c ia l ,  c u l tu ra l  a n d  p o li t ic a l  a c t iv i t ie s  
w i th in  th e  fo re s a id  c e n tre . I m b a la n c e d  d e v e lo p m e n t  h a s  a g g ra v a te d  d is p a r i ty  b e tw e e n  
th e  c e n tr e  a n d  th e  p e r ip h e ry .

D u r in g  T h a i l a n d ’s m a in s t r e a m  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  in  th e  la te  1 9 8 0 s  a n d  e a r ly  
1 9 9 0 s , p o p u la t io n s  f ro m  th e  p e r ip h e r ie s ,  s u c h  a s  K a re n  p e o p le  a n d  o th e r  H ill  T r ib e  
c o m m u n it ie s ,  h a v e  b e n e f i te d  m o d e ra te ly  f ro m  e c o n o m ic  p ro s p e r i ty ,  a s  h a v e  o th e r  
h ig h  in c o m e  g ro u p s  o f  T h a i  s o c ie ty :  th e  r ic h , th e  e m p lo y e d , u r b a n  p o p u la t io n s  a n d  
s k i l le d  w o rk e rs .  A l th o u g h  T h a ila n d  h a s  a c h ie v e d  s u s ta in e d  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  fo r  m o re  
th a n  tw o  d e c a d e s  th e re  s ti l l  r e m a in  in e q u a l i t ie s  in  e c o n o m ic  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a m o n g  th e  
c o u n t r y ’s d if f e r e n t  g ro u p s  o f  p e o p le .

T h e  O ff ic e  o f  U n ite d  N a t io n s  R e s id e n t  C o o r d in a to r  (U N R C )  a n d  U n ite d  
N a t io n s  C o u n try  T e a m  in  T h a i la n d  (U N C T )  (2 0 0 2 )  m a d e  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e p o r t  in  its  
D e v e lo p m e n t  A s s is ta n c e  F r a m e w o rk  fo r  T h a i la n d  fo r  2 0 0 2 -2 0 0 6  -  U N D A F . 
A lth o u g h  T h a i la n d  h a s  a c h ie v e d  a n  a v e ra g e  g ro w th  o f  e ig h t  p e r c e n t  a n n u a l ly  in  th e  
e a r ly  1 9 9 0 s  - w h ic h  a l lo w e d  f o r  th e  s u b s ta n t ia l  r e d u c t io n  in  p o v e r ty  in c id e n c e  f ro m
3 2 .6  p e r c e n t  in  1 9 88  to  11 .4  p e rc e n t  in  1 9 96  - th e  g ro w th  h a s  c a u s e d  s e r io u s  
d is p a r i t ie s  th a t  s ti l l  u n d e r l in e  T h a i  s o c ie ty . T h e  m a in  c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e  U n ite d  
N a t io n s ’ C o m m o n  C o u n try  A s s e s s m e n t  (C C A )  w a s  th a t  s u c h  d is p a r i t ie s  u n d e rm in e  
p ro s p e c ts  f o r  s u s ta in a b le  h u m a n  d e v e lo p m e n t.  T h e s e  d is p a r i t ie s  e x is t  n o t  o n ly  
b e tw e e n  in c o m e  c la s s e s  s u c h  as  th e  r ic h  a n d  th e  p o o r  b u t  a ls o  b e tw e e n  g e o g ra p h ic  
a re a s  s u c h  a s  ru ra l  a n d  u rb a n ;  B a n g k o k  a n d  th e  p ro v in c e s  (O f f ic e  o f  th e  U n ite d
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N a t io n s  R e s id e n t  C o o r d in a to r  (U N R C ) , U n ite d  N a t io n s  C o u n try  T e a m  in  T h a ila n d  
(U N C T )  2 0 0 2 , p  8 ).

P e o p le  c a n  a p p ra is e  d e v e lo p m e n t  b o th  p o s i t iv e ly  a n d  n e g a t iv e ly .  It d e p e n d s  
o n  w h e re  th e y  a re  f ro m , th e  p o s i t io n  th e y  h o ld , o r  th e  d is c ip l in e  th e y  b e lo n g  to . 
D if f e re n t  v ie w s  c a n  b e  s e e n  f ro m  d if f e r e n t  g ro u p s  o f  p e o p le .  I t  is a ls o  r e c o g n iz e d  th a t  
th e  a s p e c ts  o f  p o o r  p e o p le ’ e c o n o m y  a n d  s o c ia l  w e l f a re  c a n n o t  b e  n e g le c te d  o r  
e x c lu d e d  f ro m  th e  o v e ra l l  d e v e lo p m e n t  d is c o u r s e  o f  th e  c o u n try .  T h e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  
T h a i- K a re n  p e o p le  in  th e  s u s ta in a b le  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  c o u n try  c a n  b e  a 
s m a ll  s l ic e  o f  th e  w h o le  c a k e ,  b u t  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  o f  t h e ir  w o rk fo rc e s  fo r  th e  
c o u n t r y ’s o v e ra l l  s u s ta in a b le  d e v e lo p m e n t  -  w h ic h  c a n  e i th e r  b e  e n c o u ra g in g  o r  
d e la y in g  th e  o v e ra l l  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  c o u n try ,  c a n  b e  o f  g re a t  im p o r ta n c e .  T h e ir  
p a r t ic ip a t io n  w il l  e n c o u ra g e  n a t io n a l  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  i f  th e ir  w o rk fo rc e s  a re  
s k i l le d  a n d  s u p p o r t iv e  to  th e  o v e ra l l  e c o n o m ic  c o m p o s i t io n .  I t  w i l l  h in d e r  th e  p ro g re s s  
o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  i f  th e ir  w o rk fo rc e s  a re  u n p r o d u c t iv e  to  th e  fu n c t io n s  o f  e c o n o m ic  
a c t iv i t ie s .

I t  is  w o r th w h i le  to  ta k e  in to  a c c o u n t  in  th e  m a in s t r e a m  d is c o u r s e  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n t  th e  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  p e o p le  f ro m  th e  p e r ip h e r ie s ,  
w h ic h  a re  a ls o  s u p p o r t iv e  fo rc e s  fo r  th e  s u s ta in a b le  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  c o u n try . 
A c c o r d in g ly  th e  e c o n o m ic  a s p e c ts  o f  T h a i- K a r e n  p e o p le  s h a ll  b e  s tu d ie d ,  a n d  th e  
a n a ly s is  o f  th e s e  is s u e s  w ill  h ig h l ig h t  th e  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o f  
T h a i- K a r e n  p e o p le . I t  w i ll  a ls o  b e  o f  im p o r ta n c e  to  f in d  o u t  h o w  th e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  
th e ir  w o rk fo rc e s  c a n  h e lp  a s s is t  th e  o v e ra l l  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  c o u n try .  
F u r th e rm o re  th e ir  r e in fo rc e m e n t  a n d  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  n a tu ra l  
r e s o u rc e s  a n d  e n v ir o n m e n ta l  c o n s e rv a t io n  c a n  a ls o  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a 
c o u n try .



5

1.2 O b jectiv e  o f  th e  S tu d y

In  th is  s tu d y  th e  a s p e c ts  o f  e c o n o m y  a n d  s o c ie ty  o f  T h a i- K a re n  p e o p le  f ro m  
th e  f iv e  b o r d e r  d is t r ic t s  o f  T a k  p ro v in c e  w ill  b e  s tu d ie d . In  r e g a r d  to  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  
m e a n s  th a t  e n d o r s e  a n d  p ro m o te  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t,  s u c h  as  e d u c a t io n  a n d  
e m p lo y m e n t  o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  th e s e  w ill  fo rm  th e  c o re  is s u e s  o f  th e  a n a ly s is .  I t  is  a lso  
h o p e d  th a t  th e  o u tc o m e s  o f  th e  รณ d y  w ill  s h e d  s o m e  l ig h t  o n  e x p la n a t io n s  th a t  a re  
a p p lic a b le  to  th e  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  T h a i- K a re n  p e o p le  in  p a r t ic u la r  a n d  
T h a i la n d  in  g e n e ra l .

T h e  c o re  o b je c t iv e  o f  th e  รณ d y  is  to  a n a ly z e  th e  in te r - r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  
e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t,  e d u c a t io n  a n d  w o rk in g  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o f  th e  T h a i- K a re n  
p e o p le  in  th e  f iv e  b o r d e r  d is t r ic ts  o f  T a k  p ro v in c e  in  n o r th - w e s te r n  T h a ila n d . T h e  
รณ d y  is g o in g  to  e x p lo re  th re e  is s u e s  th a t  a re  l is te d  b e lo w , a n d  to  t r y  to  f in d  o u t  h o w  
th e y  c a n  b e  o f  s u p p o r t  a n d  r e le v a n c e  to  th e  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  T h a i- K a re n  
p e o p le .

T h e  th re e  a re a s  u n d e r  d is c u s s io n  a re ;
1. O p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  fo rm a l  e d u c a t io n  in  p u b l ic  a n d  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls ,
2 . In fo rm a l  e d u c a t io n ,  t r a in in g  a n d  a p p re n t ic e s h ip s  a n d
3. W o rk in g  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  in  g o v e rn m e n t  a g e n c ie s ,  p r iv a te  b u s in e s s  a n d  

e n te rp r is e s .

T h e  c o re  id e a  o f  th is  r e s e a r c h  is  to  f in d  o u t  h o w  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  
c a n  b e  a c h ie v e d  in  th e  T h a i- K a re n  c o m m u n it ie s  in  th e  s e le c te d  r e s e a r c h  lo c a t io n . T h e  
r e s e a r c h  lo c a t io n  is th e  T h a i- K a r e n  c o m m u n it ie s  l iv in g  in  th e  b o r d e r  d is t r ic t s  o f  T a k  
p ro v in c e  o n  T h a i- B u r m a  b o rd e r . T a k  p ro v in c e  is o n e  o f  th e  p ro v in c e s  th a t  h a v e  a  
la rg e  p o p u la t io n  o f  T h a i- K a re n  p e o p le . T h e y  in h a b i t  th e  m o u n ta in o u s  a n d  re m o te  
a re a s  o f  T a k  p ro v in c e .  A g r ic u l tu re  is  th e  m a in  s o u r c e  o f  in c o m e  g e n e ra t io n  o f  T h a i-  
K a re n  p e o p le  a n d  r ic e  g ro w in g  is th e  m a in  s o u rc e  o f  h o u s e h o ld  c o n s u m p tio n .  I t is  
in te r e s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  a l th o u g h  th e s e  a re a s  h a v e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  m a rk e t  e c o n o m y , 
c r o s s - b o r d e r  t r a d in g  a n d  s e rv ic e s ,  a n d  a re  a t t r a c t iv e  p la c e s  fo r  to u r is m , th e  e c o n o m ic  
a c t iv i t ie s  o f  T h a i- K a r e n  th a t  in v o lv e  su c h  b u s in e s s  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a re  n o t  g ro w in g  as
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th e y  s h o u ld . H o w e v e r  th e re  a re  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c ia l  p o te n t ia ls  f o r  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  th e  
a re a s ,  e .g . e m p lo y m e n t  o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  t r a d in g  a n d  s e rv ic e s .

D e v e lo p m e n t  c a n  b e  i l lu s t r a te d  a s  im p ro v e m e n t ,  p r o g r e s s  a n d  g ro w th . 
A c c o r d in g  to  th e  U N D P  d e v e lo p m e n t  m e a n s  e n la rg e m e n t  o f  p e o p le ’s c h o ic e s .  In  t im e  
o f  g lo b a l iz a t io n  a n d  f r e e  t r a d e  th e  e c o n o m ic  c o m p e t i t io n  a m o n g  o rg a n iz a t io n s  o r  
b u s in e s s e s  is  s e e n  a s  v e ry  a d v a n c e d  a n d  in  s o m e  c a s e s  s e e m s  u n c o n tro l la b le .  
N o w a d a y s  s k il ls  a n d  k n o w le d g e  a re  v ita l  f o r  e v e r y  b u s in e s s  to  b e  a b le  to  s ta y  
c o m p e t i t iv e .  T h e y  a re  a ls o  th e  fo c a l  p o in t  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  b u s in e s s  o p p o r tu n it ie s .  
T h e r e f o r e  w i th  re g a rd s  to  th e  e c o n o m ic  im p r o v e m e n t  o f  T h a i- K a r e n  p e o p le ,  
o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  fo rm a l  a n d  in f o r m a l  e d u c a t io n  a n d  w o r k in g  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o f  T h a i-  
K a re n  p e o p le  a re  ta k e n  a s  th e  c o re  is s u e s  o f  th is  s tu d y . B y  e x p lo r in g  th e s e  is s u e s  a n d  
th e ir  in te r - r e la t io n s h ip  i t  is h o p e d  th a t  th e  p o s s ib le  s o lu t io n s  to  im p ro v e  th e  c u r r e n t  
e c o n o m ic  s i tu a t io n  o f  T h a i- K a r e n  p e o p le  c a n  b e  d is c o v e re d  a n d  p ro m o te d .

1.3 S cop e o f  th e  S tu d y

T h is  s tu d y  e x p lo re s  th e  c u r r e n t  s i tu a t io n  o f  T h a i- K a r e n  p e o p le ,  in  te rm s  o f  
th e ir  s o c ia l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  c o n d it io n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e ir  e th n ic  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  s e t t in g s  
in  th e  m il ie u  o f  th e  f iv e  b o r d e r  d is t r ic ts  o f  T a k  p ro v in c e  in  n o r th w e s te r n  T h a ila n d . 
T h e  r e s e a r c h  c o v e r s  th e  T h a i- K a r e n  c o m m u n it ie s  in  th e  b o r d e r  d is t r ic t s  o f  T a k  
p ro v in c e ,  n a m e ly  T h a  S o n g  Y a n g , M a e  R a m a t ,  M a e  S o t, P h o p  P h ra  a n d  U m p h a n g  
d is t r ic ts .  F ir s t  h a n d  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  d a ta  c o l le c te d  f ro m  th e  f ie ld  r e s e a r c h  a re  f ro m  
in d iv id u a l  T h a i- K a r e n  w ith  d if f e r e n t  p ro f e s s io n s  in  th e s e  a re a s .

B a s e d  o n  q u a li ta t iv e  re s e a r c h ,  in te rv ie w s  w e re  d o n e  w i th  T h a i- K a r e n  f ro m  
th e  r e s e a r c h  s ite s . T h e y  in c lu d e  รณ d e n ts ,  u n d e rg ra d u a te s ,  c o m m u n ity  le a d e rs , 
f a rm e rs ,  v i l la g e r s  a n d  m is s io n a r ie s  w o rk in g  in  th e  T h a i- K a r e n  c o m m u n it ie s .  In -d e p th  
in te rv ie w s  w e re  a ls o  d o n e  w ith  T h a i- K a re n  w h o  a re  w o rk in g  in  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c ie s ,  
s u c h  a s  c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  T a m b o n  ( S u b -D is tr ic t )  A d m in is t r a t io n  O rg a n iz a t io n  (T A O ) , 
v i l la g e  h e a d m e n  (P h u  Y a i  B a a n )  a n d  S u b -D is t r ic t  c h i e f  (K a m n a n ) .  S o m e  T h a i- K a re n  
in te r v ie w e e s  w e re  a ls o  s ta f f  o f  N o n - g o v e r n m e n ta l  O r g a n iz a t io n s  (N G O s )  s u c h  as  
T O P S  ( T a iw a n  O v e r s e a s  P e a c e  S e rv ic e ) ,  C T  (C o n s o r t iu m  T h a i la n d ) ,  Z O A  (D u tc h
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N G O ) , C O E R R  (C a th o l ic  O f f ic e  fo r  E m e r g e n c y  R e l i e f  a n d  R e fu g e e s ) ,  w h ic h  a re  
w o rk in g  o n  e d u c a t io n ,  h e a l th ,  s a n ita t io n ,  a n d  th e  s o c ia l  w e l f a re  o f  B u rm e s e  m ig ra n t  
w o rk e r s ,  r e fu g e e s ,  a n d  T h a i- K a re n  c o m m u n it ie s  in  th e  b o r d e r  d is t r ic ts .

1.4 B asic  C o n cep ts  and H yp oth esis

T h e  b a s ic  c o n c e p t  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  th is  s tu d y  is  th a t  e c o n o m ic  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  T h a i- K a re n  p e o p le  c a n  b e  a p p ra is e d  in  te rm s  o f  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
to w a rd s  e d u c a t io n  a n d  w o rk s . T h e  c u r r e n t  e c o n o m ic  s i tu a t io n  o f  T h a i- K a r e n  p e o p le  is 
s ti l l  a t  s u b s is te n c e  le v e l ,  i.e . s u b s ta n c e  a g r ic u l tu ra l  f a rm in g . B e c a u s e  o f  c o n s tra in ts  
s u c h  a s  g e t t in g  la n d  fo r  a g r ic u ltu ra l  f a rm in g  a n d  s h if t in g  c u l t iv a t io n  is  n o  lo n g e r  
a l lo w e d  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  (a s  it c a u s e s  d e fo re s ta t io n  a n d  d e s tr o y s  n a tu r a l  r e s o u rc e s  
a n d  b io d iv e r s i t ie s ) ,  th e  T h a i- K a re n  fa rm e rs  m u s t  f in d  a l te r n a t iv e  s o lu t io n s  fo r  th e ir  
in c o m e  g e n e ra t io n .

T h a i la n d  is k n o w n  to  b e  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  s u c c e s s fu l  c o u n tr ie s  in  m a c ro -  
e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t,  y e t  le a s t  s u c c e s s fu l  in  its  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  n a tu r a l  r e s o u rc e s  
(S a to  1 9 9 7 ). S o m e  re a s o n s  a re  th a t  f a rm e rs  w h o  h a v e  lo s t  th e ir  la n d  fo r  v a r io u s  
r e a s o n s  m ig ra te  n o t  o n ly  to  th e  c i ty  b u t  a ls o  to  th e  re m a in in g  fo r e s t  r e s e rv e s  w h e re  th e  
p ro p e r ty  d e m a rc a t io n  is  s ti l l  n o t  y e t  f ix e d  a n d  c h a n c e s  to  la w fu lly  o b ta in  la n d  u s e  
c e r t i f ic a te s  s ti l l  r e m a in . D e m a n d s  f o r  la n d  a n d  fo re s t  r e s o u rc e s  a re  r is in g ,  w h e re a s  th e  
n u m b e r  o f  a re a s  th a t  a re  p ro te c te d  is  a ls o  in c re a s in g .  It c le a r ly  s h o w s  th a t  s u c c e s s fu l  
c o n s e r v a t io n  a t  o n e  p la c e  m a y  t r ig g e r  d e f o r e s ta t io n  in  a n o th e r  a re a , a n d  th e re  is a 
g re a te r  n e e d  f o r  a  s y s te m a t ic  a p p ro a c h  to  c o n s e rv a t io n .  (S a to  1 9 9 7 )

S in c e  th e  T h a i- K a re n  v i l la g e r s  a re  m o v in g  f ro m  p la c e  to  p la c e  a m o n g  th e  
fo re s ts  in  th e  ru ra l  a re a s  - w h ic h  is  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  a g r ic u l tu re  th e y  h a v e  c h o s e n  
a s  ro ta t io n a l  c u l t iv a t io n  - th e y  a re  f a c e d  w ith  d if f ic u l t ie s  s u c h  a s  la n d  e n c ro a c h m e n t  
fo r  a g r ic u l tu re  p u rp o s e ,  a n d  la n d  te n u r e  fo r  p e rm a n e n t  c u l t iv a t io n .  T h e  p o p u la t io n  is 
g ro w in g  w h e re a s  a v a i la b le  a g r ic u ltu ra l  la n d s  fo r  f a rm in g  a re  l im ite d  f o r  v i l la g e r s  in  
th e s e  a re a s .
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Many small and remote villages do not have appropriate education and 
health facilities. After finishing primary education which is also the highest level o f  
education in their villages, Thai-Karen รณdents have to go to nearby towns or cities to 
continue their รณdies. Many families can not afford to send their children to towns, 
meaning that there is only a small percentage o f  รณdents with high school education. 
Reasons would be that some families might not have enough resources to support the 
schooling o f their children or some families do not want to lose their children to 
education as they will no longer be available for household labor. Maniratanavongisri 
(2004) explained that most Thai-Karen live as a nuclear family and traditionally every 
person in a family must work to contribute to the fam ily’s economic wellbeing. Many 
unskilled villagers approach towns and cities for low paid jobs. Remittance o f  their 
wages to their families is very infrequent. Therefore one o f  the possible choices for 
them to improve their economic status is that they shall pursue education that they can 
use for employment in different economic sectors.

Therefore some practicable conceptoal statements can be listed as follows;
1. Formal education leads to better opportunities in work and level o f  

participation in development o f  the Thai-Karen people.
2. Informal education provides better opportunities in work and level o f  

participation in development alternatives for the Thai-Karen people.
3. Economic development through education enlarges people’s opportunities to 

work both in government agencies and private business and enterprise.

The present social and economic conditions o f  the five border districts in 
Tak province has not yet been fully developed to the extent that growth can be 
generated in terms o f work opportunities, income, knowledge and skills o f  the labor 
force. Particularly, the Thai-Karen laborers are lacking o f  the means and 
qualifications that are necessary to activate the desired level o f  economic 
development. As stated above most o f  Thai-Karen work force are still economically 
subsistent with agricultoe as the main income. Seasonally, as unskilled labor, the 
young Thai-Karen laborers have to find jobs in Bangkok, other provincial cities and 
nearby towns for extra income. Education - in this respect skills and knowledge in 
economic and business sectors - has to be provided as a means for economic
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achievement for the young people. The economics development has to be planned in 
order to absorb those with better education qualification, which in turn will finally 
generate economic growth and development in this area.

Diagram No 1: Diagram of Basic Conceptual Framework

Leading to

/  Positives \ /  Negatives \

1. Increase o f knowledge 1. Decrease o f  local
and skills and formal social and cultural
and informal education values among

2. Higher income young people
generation 2. Higher income gap

3. Wider opportunities to among various
work and groups

4. Empowerment o f  local 3. Unequal
people (participation in opportunities to
economic work
development) 4. Lost o f  young labor 

force in the 
household labor
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Operational definitions

1. Education includes both formal and informal, i.e. schools, apprenticeships, 
occupational trainings;

2. Working opportunities include self-employment and trade and business 
enterprise, non-governmental organizations and government agencies;


	CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Background to the Study
	1.2 Objective of the Study
	1.3 Scope of the Study
	1.4 Basic Concepts and Hypothesis


