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. The purpose of this research is to study the status and role of
women in everyday life in Chinese family, conditions which cause their
pr?sent status and role and their expectation regarding their own status and
role. ;

Data used in this study were obtained by interview and close
observation of Teachiu Chinese”women who live in Pomprab Satrupai, Bangrak,
Yannawa, Pranakorn and Sampanthawongr Districts. Twenty families have been
selected through personal network. Thirty one Teachiu” Chinese women from
these families were interviewed.

The research suggests that younger generation of Chinese women have
better status and role in"the family. TheY have equal access to education
compared with men and have r!%ht to"select their own hushand. They can earn
their living by working outside and can go out sometimes for personal
entertainment.” Women have got more right for rearing children and decision
makm% in family activity. Furthermore, in some families, women control the
budget of the family. However, Chinese women are deprived of two .
opportunities. Firstly,Chinese parents still pay more attention to their son
rather to their dau%hter because the son will be successor for the family but
not the daughter. Therefore, the son will inherit all properties.. Secondly,
although Chinese women have improved their economic role to help their
families, they are to be responsible for all house work.

Regarding various factors which affect women's status, educational
level, a?_e, generation, occupation, family structure and kinship
differentiate the status and role of women in Chinese family. It is_found out
that economic factor does not affect women's status in this study. This may
be dug to the fact that all case studies are from middle range income and
therefore no variation exists.

Chinese women expect to have the same status in their family as men
have. They need freedom in decision making and having their own life style.
They need"men's recognition of their ability and their contribution to the
family. Furthermore, "women hope to receive men's help in the house work in
order to minimize their burden.
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