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This study aimed to search for development guidelines for the network and location of
vegetable and fruit markets in accordance with the production area in 14 southern provinces.
Theories and concepts of location of agricultural activities, economies of transport cost, weakness of
agricultural  product, agricultural marketing and the gradation of agricultural markets were
investigated in order to set up the conceptual framework.

The study covered 2 major areas, namely vegetable and fruit production, and vegetable and
fruit marketing. The former area was investigated to observe changes in the commercial production
of main vegetable and fruit as well as to find out about the potential and distribution of production
areas. The latter area was divided into local marketing and regional marketing. The interregional
and intra regional flows of vegetable and fruits were examined. Data were analyzed by overlaying
findings about major factors of market network development. Those factors were the distribution of
production areas, product flows, transportation routes and distribution of trade and service centers.

The results of the analysis indicated that the significant regional vegetable and fruit markets
are in the South were located in Had Yai District, the Muang District of Nakhon Si Thammarat,
Lang Suan District and Su-ngai Kolok District. Additionally, the significant local vegetable and fruit
markets were located in the Muang District of Surat Thani, Trang and Yala provinces. A market
range was set within 50 kilometers for the product transportation operated by agriculturalists and
beyond that distance by middlemen.  production area beyond the market range, the periodic
market should be organized rather than permanent one to provide the product collection place for
agriculturalist to reduce their cost. For the significant regional vegetable and fruit market, it should
be provided the suitable marketing facilities according to its function.
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