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##4581148124 : MAJOR GOVERNMENT
KEY WORD : CAPITALIST LABOUR PROCESS/ CLASS STRUGGLES/RELATIONS OF
PRODUCTION
PATCHANEE KUMNAK : EVERYDAY FORMS OF STRUGGLE OF THAI
WORKERS : A CASE STUDY OF A FACTORY IN SAMUTPRAKAN PROVINCE.
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. SUCHAI TREERAT, 119 PP. ISBN 974-14-1803-5.

This research is to analyze everyday forms of Thai workers’ struggles, both inside and outside
the labour precess and analyze the economic and political structures affecting the consciousness and
ways of life of workers. The analysis is derived from the study of the process of steel bars production
in an industrial factory in Samutprakan province and by means of interviewing 27 workers and 1
manager, observing the trade union committees’ and annual meetings and studying related documents.

The findings of the research confirm that the economic structure involves surplus value
exploitation attained through the working process. Human labour power is the source of capitalist’s
profit. This profit would not be produced without workers as the producer. Therefore, the most
important element of production is labour, which operates the means of production. Within the
economic structure, it finds that the system of social relations is organized by the capitalist in a class
structure that is hierarchical and authoritarian. The capitalist tries to govern and control labour to
achieve its purpose. This class structure of social relations result in conflicts. Workers who still have
the power to negotiate try to challenge and define work discipline and practices from the bottom up in
order to balance the power of the capitalist and in order that the capitalists do not have all the
advantages. The struggle takes many forms and methods, ranging from individual, group and trade
union struggles and they fight against labour. control and exploitation in order to live better lives. All
these struggles are part of the class struggle between capitalist and worker because it involves power
in possessing the means of production. On the one hand, individual resistance leads to group and trade
union struggles. On the other hand, it is unorganized and scatters. However, it still continues under the

capitalist relations of production, which contains both elements of inter-dependency and conflict.
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