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# # 6080102122 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORD:
Korrakot Kumhaeng : CONVENTIONS AND CREATIVITY OF SEREE WANGNAITHAM'S RAMAKIEN KHON SCRIPTS. Advisor: Assoc. Prof.
THANEERAT JATUTHASRI, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to study convention and creativity of Seree Wangnaitham’s Ramakien Khon scripts by investigating the scripts,
published by the Fine Arts Department from 2507 B.E. to 2550 B.E., as a performance literature. The result projects that Seree Wangnaitham’s
Ramakien Khon scripts, which are Khon Rong Nai (screen-front masked dance drama), can be divided into three groups. Each group integrates the

writing conventions with various forms of creativity.

The first group consists of the scripts from 2489 B.E. to 2503 B.E., that Seree Wangnaitham worked with the coordinating authors. Seree
Wangnaitham wrote some acts or some chapters which were adopted to perform at the Fine Arts Theater. The Khon scripts in this group maintain
the writing conventions, i.e., the form of Khon Rong Nai, the original story of Ramakien, and the composing of the original scripts and considerable

dramatizations of Khon. The creative parts are the concise storylines, and the scripts correlating with the other chapters written by the other authors.

The second group consists of the scripts in 2522 B.E. The Khon scripts in this group were written by Seree Wangnaitham and Paew
Snidvongseni who worked as a consultant. The Khon scripts maintain the writing conventions, i.e., the form of Khon Rong Nai, the original story of
Ramakien, and the composing of original scripts. The considerable dramatization of Khon has been preserved along with the convention of Lakhon

Nai. The creative parts are the concise storylines, and the scripts written in purpose of facilitating the theatrical process of Lakhon Nai.

The third group consists of the scripts written between 2517 B.E. to 2550 B.E. All of the scripts in this group were written by Seree
Wangnaitham in the traditional form of Khon Rong Nai. The scripts can be divided into two sets: 1) the set of Ramakien traditional stories, and 2) the
set of stories according to the unknown tales of Rama. For the set of traditional stories, there are two traditional styles of storylines, which are the
storylines of a single chapter, and the storylines of chronological sequence of multiple chapters, and a new style of storylines that mainly focus on
a character by presenting the background and story of the character. For the set of stories according to the unknown tales of Rama, the foreign-
version story of Ramayana and the other Thai tales of Rama were adopted. In the term of composing, the traditional scripts were integrated with new
storylines. To make the performance interesting, the scripts still maintain the traditional theatrical process, and also present the new theatrical

process, e.g., using the sense of humor to link the stories, using the dance as a symbol.

The inherited convention and creativity help the Khon scripts to maintain the traditional characteristics and to integrate them with
the new characteristics. The scripts can be treated as a valuable performance literature. For the literary value, the scripts consist of the usage of
beautiful and pleasing language, the usage of figurative expression, and the usage of imagery. For the content value, the scripts present the perspicuous
contents, and various contents which contribute the Ramakien story to the community. The scripts also provide knowledges and morals to audiences.
For the performing value, the scripts integrate traditional theatrical process with the new theatrical process consistently, and also entertain the
audiences. Hence, Seree Wangnaitham’s Khon scripts are valuable as the inheritance of Ramakien’s story in Thai society and the continuance of Khon

existing in the contemporary Thai community.

Field of Study: Thai Student's Signature ..........ccceceeerineees
Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature ..........cccoveeeeeeee
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