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KEYWORD: Buddhism, Criminal Law, Law Reform, penal code
Peeraya Kulthong : THE INFLUENCE OF BUDDHIST THOUGHT AND
CRIMINAL OFFENSES IN THE RATTANAKOSIN PERIOD. Advisor: Assoc. Prof.
CHACHAPON JAYAPHORN, Ph.D.

Buddhism has influenced Thai criminalization for a long time. In the
early Rattanakosin Period, all kings have focused on the Buddhist Revival, which is
the ground of all cultures including law, for social ordering purposes resulting in

Buddhist thought also influenced criminal law in The Three Seals Code.

Imperialism invaded Southeast Asia’s realm during King Rama V’s
reign. To avoid western colonization, Thailand had to reform its law by enacting
the Penal Code of R.S. 127. Because of the reception of the western legal concept
of law, the criminal law, at that time, was less influenced by Buddhist thought.
Following that, the Criminal Code was formed by preserving the same ideas and

concepts and amending the provision more completely.

The degree of influence of Buddhist thought has changed during
the Rattanakosin period arising from social variables. As a result, the issue of the
influence of Buddhist thought on the criminal law should be taken into account
when enacting, reviewing, amending, or repealing the legislation in the future
following the social conditions at the time of enacting. The researcher

recommends considering the dimensions of those social factors.

Field of Study:  Laws Student's Signature ........ccccocoevevinennnne.

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature ..o
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“ Any person who shall kill his father, mother, or child,
whether legitimate or illegitimate, or any of his ascendants or
descendants, or his spouse, shall be guilty of parricide and shall be

punished by the penalty of reclusion perpetua to death” ¢

<< Agle U UAT, NVLNEAIYINIAAIINRR (NFANNUUAT: TYYBY, b&ex), NN ooel.

“®"The Revised Penal Code of the Philippines,’ [Online] Accessed: 25 May 2020. Available

from: https://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PHL revised penal code.pdf
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“Murder is punished by criminal imprisonment for life where it

is committed: ...

2 against a natural or legitimate ascendant or the adoptive

father or mother;...” <*
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