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# # 6080612924 : MAJOR PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

KEYWORD: Coworking Space, Management, Networking
Pariyachat Sukcharoen : UNIVERSITY COWORKING SPACE: CASES OF INNOVATION PROMOTING UNITS
WITHIN THAI' UNIVERSITIES . Advisor: Prof. Supachai Yavaprabhas, Ph.D.

The current research aimed to: 1) study the origins of the development of Coworking Spaces in
Thai universities, 2) compare similarities and differences among Coworking Space in different universities, and 3)
study the important roles that a coworking space played in Thai universities via case studies of 5 universities,
which were Chulalongkorn University, Thammasat University, Chiang Mai University, Khon Kaen University, and
Walailak University. The research was a qualitative study, and the data were collected from document
analysis, observation of the areas, and in-depth interviews of 31 crucial informants, consisting of 1 Government

official, 5 coworking space executives, 5 officials, 10 university personnel, and 10 coworking space users.

The study revealed the following. First, the origin of coworking spaces in universities in Thailand
was the intention to allow outsiders to use the space as a center for idea sharing and discussions among users.
It can also encourage networking and connections among universities, governmental institutes, and private
organizations. Second, the coworking space in each university shared certain similarities, but also had some
differences, which can be categorized from 3 aspects: budget, managerial schemes, and service management
schemes. In terms of budget, initially, all of the five universities were granted a budget from outside sources, in
both the governmental and private sectors. The budgetary management of each university was unique, and
the managerial schemes and service management schemes varied according to the goals and identity of each
area. Third, coworking spaces in universities in Thailand played an important role, as they serve as a public
space for insiders and outsiders to connect with each other, and as a center for interactions among
universities, governmental institutes, and private organizations. Also, students can also utilize the space to
study and provide knowledge to society without charges or at very low prices compared to the private
sector. In conclusion, this research shows that the beginning and role of Coworking Space in Thai universities
have distinctive specialties and differences from other types of Coworking Space, especially a relationship

among private sector, government sector and universities.

Field of Study: Public Administration Student's SIgNAtUre .. e evvve e

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature ..o
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