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Vatanya Konchanan : Australia's Refugee Policy under John Howard
Administration ~ (2001-2007) .  Advisor:  Assoc. Prof. CHOOKIAT
PANASPORNPRASIT, Ph.D.

This thesis examines Australia's refugee policy under the John Howard
Government (2001-2007). It demonstrates that its counter-terrorism policy determines
the way the government supports multiculturalism which affects its refugee policy.
Multiculturalism under the John Howard government is turned to social cohesion to
combatting terrorism. The government also encourages its citizen to embrace the
same value instead of accepting cultural diversity. Multiculturalism after 9/11,
therefore, is in decline. The government encourages its citizen to have the same value
and perceive that the Muslim population cannot adapt to Australian value. This policy
affects incoming refugee, of which the majority are Muslim coming from the Middle
East. They are deterred from seeking asylum in Australia by various government
measures. This thesis argues that government's approach to refugee is the new
racism which is discrimination based on cultural and religious differences. Moreover,
this thesis also examines Australia's international relations with its neighbours like
Indonesia, Pacific Island countries, and ASEAN countries. Cooperation with these
countries is not affected by the decline of multiculturalism, and Australia is able to
initiate regional and bilateral agreements with ASEAN member states. The dominant

cooperation is Bali Process as the regional mechanism.
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