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# # 6280103324 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: North Korea, Economic Sanctions, United Nations
Pasuree Pattanavisuit : Thailand's Economic Sanctions on The Democratic People's Republic

of Korea (2007-2019). Advisor: Asst. Prof. PONGPHISOOT BUSBARAT, Ph.D.

This research aims to study Thailand's Economic Sanctions on The Democratic People's
Republic of Korea (2007-2019). In response to North Korea's missile and nuclear test, which is a threat
to security and international peace, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) adopted a series of
resolutions to sanction against North Korea. As a United Nations member state, Thailand is obligated
to comply with this international commitment, particularly with regard to the UNSC resolutions
pursuant to Article 25 of the UN Charter. Since 2007, Thailand has implemented UNSC resolutions to
impose sanctions on North Korea. In the past, there were related government agencies in Thailand
such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Defense and Ministry of
Transport, who implemented the resolution and updated the relevant information in accordance with
the UN Security Council announcements. The implementation of the measures must be also
consistent with the internal laws of Thailand. This research found that both Thailand and North Korea
had a low level of economic interdependence. Consequently, Thailand’s actions had little impacts on
North Korea. The implementation of Thai sanctions also did not have a negative impact on Thailand’s
terms of trade. This was due mainly to the fact that Thailand and North Korea were not the main
trading partners of each other. Thailand’s major export markets were rather China, the United States,
Japan, etc. while North Korea mainly relied on China, India, Russia, etc. It can be seen that
international institutions like the United Nations and international law could be one of the driving
forces for Thailand to comply with the international sanctions on North Korea. Compliance with
international norms and laws helped improve Thailand’s image as a responsible actor in the
international community. It also had a long-term benefit for promoting cooperation and good

relationship between Thailand and foreign counterparts.
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