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# # 6280082824 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD: Thai-Indian, Assimilation, Diaspora, Indian diaspora, Indian community
Piyamas Wongpaladisai : THE ASSIMILATION OF INDIAN DIASPORA IN BANGKOK. Advisor:
BHANUBHATRA JITTIANG, Ph.D.

This independent study on “the assimilation of Indian diaspora in Bangkok” aims to
understand the diversity of Indians in Thai society and to study their assimilation experiences. This study
divides Indians into two groups: First group is the Indian whose family migrated to Bangkok before the
21st century, or a group of Thai-Indian, Second is the Indian who migrated to Bangkok in the 21st century.
In-depth interviews were conducted to learn about their way of living, thoughts, beliefs and lived
experiences in Bangkok. | compared the differences and coherence of the homeland’s identity

maintenance and the assimilation experiences between the two groups.

Using the diaspora and assimilation theories, this study found that Indians migrating to
Bangkok in the 21st century are better able to maintain their motherland’s identity than another group.
They still maintain a close relationship with their place of origin and perceive India as their motherland.
For the group of Indians whose families migrated to Bangkok before the 21st century, although they no
longer maintain close ties with India, but they can retain some identity such as religious practices
through the engagement with the religious centers in Bangkok. This study found that this group
assimilates with the society in Bangkok very well because they have become Thai citizens being born,
raised, and lived in Thailand. They have become "Thai-Indian". Moreover, Thailand has positive
perception towards Indians living in Thailand as both are beneficial to each other to assimilate
harmoniously. The factors that differentiate the assimilation outcomes between the two groups of
Indians are period living in new land and the reasons for migration, which affect the differences in

maintaining the identity and the assimilation of the two groups.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ......cccovevieineenn.

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature ........ccccceeeiernnes
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