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Pichayuth Bongkotpannarai : Indonesia's Responses to the Rohingya

Humanitarian Crisis. Advisor: BHANUBHATRA JITTIANG, Ph.D.

The independent study entitled “Indonesia’s Responses to the Rohingya
Humanitarian Crisis” investigates Indonesia’s management of Rohingya since 2015
drawing on securitisation framework. It argues that despite the Indonesian
government providing assistance to Rohingya immigrants, such a support is limited.
In fact, the Indonesian government has securitised the Rohingya situation as a

domestic and international security issue—requiring security responses.

This study found that the Indonesian government’s securitisation of the
Rohingya situation started from framing “irregular migration” discourse turning the
Rohingya threat into a national security threat. This framing allowed Indonesia to
block the entry of the Rohingya’s ships and the detention of those who had
already arrived on shore in military camps. Indonesia also prevented the Rohingya
from having access to medical care, work and travel. In addition, Indonesia has
raised the Rohingya problem to become an international security issue through
ASEAN and the Bali Process. Indonesia urged member states in both platforms to
help find a solution to the Rohingya problem. However, Indonesia’s actions faced

limited success.
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