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# # 6280095024 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: Thai workers, Illegal workers, South Korea, Employment Permit
System (EPS)
Peerapat Chiangsaen : THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA'S EMPLOYMENT PERMIT
SYSTEM (EPS) AND THE MANAGEMENT OF ILLEGAL MIGRANT WORKERS
FROM THAILAND. Advisor: BHANUBHATRA JITTIANG, Ph.D.

Illegal Thai workers in the Republic of Korea (South Korea) have risen
sharply and will likely continue to be a trend in days to come. This study explores
the root causes of the problem and the solutions pursued by South Korea to
respond to the situation using the World System Theory’s labor mobility scheme.
To understand the factors influencing worker’s decision-making and South Korea’s
responses, | employ a qualitative research study, reviewing statistical data from the

Immigration Office, Ministry of Labor, South Korea National Statistical Office.

This study found that the Thai workers moved into South Korea illegally
because of wage differences. The minimum wage in South Korea is much higher
than in Thailand. Also, there is increasing demand of cheap labor in South Korea
due to the aging population situation. However, many labors were not able to
enter South Korea’s labor forces legally because the available opportunity under
the Employment Permit System (EPS) is limited, and the conditions, procedures
and processes of EPS turned into obstacles and created problems. These reasons
pushed Thai workers to choose to work illegally to avoid an ineffective system. To
solve such the problems, this paper found that various agencies, both in Thailand
and South Korea, have cooperated closely to improve the situation—though its
success remains limited.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......ccoecevvieennen

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature ..o
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Gross domestic product per capita in South Korea
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#i117: Data from datacatalog.worldbank.org
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‘1'71"@@ (Cho Young-rae, 2003)
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Fertility rate in South Korea
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#i1n: Data from datacatalog.worldbank.org
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4. nesuUmIusenlUinsUszma drdinaudanau viemisnuiiieadesiai
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6. luvaizfiunedranmaldsumfoswednaussusi@ @i Job Center ndsaniu
Trnedranmaldfasandadonussuiidens fusuvavdunssnuiitunsdoundaan
THdenunninfisruiunssruiivisdndesnisduaaaia

7. NIENTRLTIUNmaLasaniuayg NI

8. M1891U HRD Korea SULBUS1U1991n U899l U TYIE Yy 19190az T2 UIUATS
FULTRIUADATUAITIANINIU NTLNTIUTINU mﬂﬁ?umeuaquwulué’m@ﬁwqudw
GIRENIGATREERR

9. WS ILOUTUNBINAZTHUITITUABUNISAUMNG S0 45 2139

10. u5s91uBWIN WevarRumslussemenvals

11. USSURTIFUANLATENEUTINTEY DgeTien 20 Falud

12. b5997U0YNUAUUNIE9N

2/ o Y =3 LY a LY [ v o
13. uS99URMNUsEAIUNITUIARULaEUSEAUMSIAUNINaU Aglu 15 Junasiuy

antganglunsasiasidnluinaulussuy EPS

Atganglunsaunsluyinauluninats anldanenislulssmadseuia 20,000 — 25,000

UM A9
1. Aynilededunie 1,000 v
2. AANASEBUAIINAINITANIWWNINE 1,000 U
3. AINTIALIARINIIEANSIAMUA 1,500 U
4. ANENBUTUN WAL TRUSITUNMANDURAUNISLUYINY (Bnww) 6,500 U

5. fandnnemuiiouemdsauuluyiusiaUseme 500 um
6. AenegU 200 UM

7. awAsesduienlu 11,200 um

AttIelunnalanuiinguuisansisusginnanuuayssuia 25,000 - 32,000 U

Jsznaume
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1. AUTEAUNISIAUNINAAY 15,200 U7
2. AmUseiugUamaueniaineu 1,900 um

3. AnbaeaIusnaulasuRuRauluRBULSA 15,000 U

sualdirelunisidunalumaulunmaliniglaszuuesygininanu €PS) laen1sin

AINIUNTUNITIAMIUNIFULDIUTEU 45,000 — 57,000 U

szaza1dNuUnglisEuUaY N9 (EPS)
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gugananuIsdndunay FelunijUanas wedradnldsenoydflvideau auvinli
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1 g 1 1 o/ L 1 o
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