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# # 6280149224 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: Thai-Chinese relations, Prayut Chan-o-cha, the high-speed railway,
domestic level, International relation level, Chinese government
Eakapoj Horsaengchai : The study of Thai-Chinese relations through the
co-operation on the high-speed railway project between 2013 and 2020.
Advisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Pongphisoot Busbarat

This study examines the delay in the Thai-Chinese high-speed railway
project during the military government in Thailand since 2014. The railway project
was expected to be an essential strategy for Thailand and China to improve
regional connectivity and to stimulate their economic development. China's
endorsement of the 2014 coup in Thailand was initially thought to be a push for
the project as Beijing could insert its influence in the decision-making under the
Thai government. However, the project faced a long series of negotiations which
tremendously delayed its progress. This study found that the delay is attributable
to the Thai government's attempt to balance between maintaining a good
relationship with China and strengthening its legitimacy at home. Whilst Thailand
granted concession to China to invest in the project without competition from
other countries, it used the negotiation tactics to demonstrate to the Thai public
that close ties with China did not compromise Thailand's autonomy over the
project. This finding suggests that the military government still needed to preserve
public support despite its authoritarian power. Regime legitimacy was critical in an
environment where a high degree of political polarization existed in Thailand since
the overthrow of the Thaksin government in 2006.
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