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Abstractk

The purposes of this study were to study the English learning
. strategies of Tfirst year.students, Chulalongkorn Uniyersity. and to
compare  the learning strategies among four group of students
classified by the grades they received from Foundation English I
course, i.e., Grade A group, Grade B group, Grade C group, and Grade D
group.

The analysis was based on the data obtained from 710 first year
sample students taking Foundation English I in the first semester of
the academic year 1987. There were 107 grade A students, 269 grade B
students, 309 grade C students and 25 grade D students.

The instrument used for data collection is a set of constructed
rating-scale questionnaires which had been reviewed and _improved by
five experts, and later tried out on 50 first year studenfs to find
the reliability of the instruments, which was 0.94. The instruments
were then administered to a1l the sample groups.

Three to four weeks after the administration of the
guestionnaires, using the same questions as in the written
questionnaires, interviews were conducted by the researcher on 71
"students in the same sample group (approximately 10% of the whole
sample students) to study the reliability of the answers. Pearson’s
Product Moment Corelation was then employed to find the relationships
between the subjects’ answers from the written questiomnaires and frél

the oral interview. The analysis yeilded the result of .91.

These are the findings:
1. First year students’ English learning stfategies.
1.1 The learning strategy mostly used by the students is
making an entelligent guess.
1.2 The learning strategy moderately used by the students
are participating directly in language learning

activities, practicing, finding one’s own way of



studying English, making one’s errors work strategy-
and using various ways to enhance better memory.
1.3 The learning strategy used the least by the students

is using English to communicate with the others.

The comparison of learning strategies among the grade A
group, the grade B group, the grade C group and the grade D
group. . |

2.1 The A-grade group and the B-grade grouip are differentl
statistically at the .05 level in 4 out of 71 items, 2
of which are under the strategy of finding one’s own
way of studying English, one of which is under the
strategy of using English to communicate with the others
and the forth item is under the strategy of making an
intellegent guess.

2.2 The grade A group and the grade B group are different
statistically at the .05 level in making an
intelligent guess and using various ways to enhance
better memory

2.3 The grade A group and the grade D group are different
statistically at the .05 level in making an
intelligent guess and participating directly in
learning activities.

2.4 The grade B group and the grade C group are different
statistically at the .05 level in using various ways
to enhance better memory, making an intelligent guess
strategy and msking omne’s errors work.

2.5 The grade B group and the grade D group are different
statistically at the .05 level in making an
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Sample Size for Specified Confidence Limits and Precision
¥hen Sampling Attributes in Percent

B. 2 Confidence Interval (99%)
(p = 0.5)

Sample Sire (m) for Procision (g) of

Population (N) £1% £2% +3% +4% +5%
500 » [ ] ] 4 - &
1,000 k 3 5 b 41
1,500 » » . 726 . 563
2,000 b ' ¥ 826 621
2,500 ¥ % ' 900 652
3,000 ¥ b 1,364 938 652
3,500 s . 1,458 1,003 716
4,000 ’ . 1,538 1,041 735
4,500 ] » 1,607 1,071 750
5,000 » » 1,667 1,098 763
6,000 ® 2,903 1,765 1,138 783 '
7,000 s 5,118 1,842 1,171 798
B,000 & 3,303 1,905 1,196 809
9,000 ¥ 3,452 1,857 1,216 818
10,000 & 2,600 2,000 1,233 826
15,000 » 4,091 2,143 1,286 849
20,000 : £,390 27222 1,314 851
25,000 11,842 4,592 2,273 1,331 869
50,000 15517 . 5,056 2,381 1,365 BBA
100,000 15,367 5,325 2,439 1,387 892
—_ 22,500 5,625 2,500 1,405 800

{(s1n Yamane, T. Elementary Sampling Theory. P 298#399)
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