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Teamwork in Simultaneous Interpretation

Pakon Rattanabutr

Abstract

Simultaneous interpreters work under pressure and time constraints. Therefore, it is required to
have more than one interpreter working in booth all the time in order to overcome fatigue, cope
with mistakes and help improve interpretation quality. This study aims to examine cooperation in
simultaneous interpretation environment by conducting an observation and an in-depth interview
with four student interpreters. It leads to the conclusion that writing down numbers and
information then pass it to boothmates is an efficient and non-disturbing way to give assistance.
Additionally, a survey was conducted among thirty-five Thai freelance interpreters of different

levels of experience to find out their in-booth behaviors, expectations and needs as regards



assistance from their booth partners. It proves that the interpreters expect their boothmates to be

in booth with them to help write down words and notify them when they make mistakes.

Keywords: 1 teamwork 2 boothmate 3 simultaneous interpreter 4 assistance
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